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ENGLISH-NGIZIM 

WORDLIST 

 
 

A 
 
a ag i  
a lot tl pa   
aardvark gurg m  
abandoned place g t”   
abate k s mu  
abcess v r   
abcess in the armpit ”tluw   
abdomen, lower nya   
abilities dl   
able, be d mau, z gau  
ablutions walo  
above d”sk   
abraded, become k l u  
abreast (two abreast) bang -bang   
absence of news k” ”k  
abundant p s -p s   
abuse k k tu, n ngu, sh yu  
Abyssinian roller k l w   
accept g nu, t pau  
accident na, s us u, taj f   
accompany g rvu  
accusation, false z nkam  
ache dl ra  
achiever mad g u  
Achilles tendon j”gj k  
adherents nd k a   
admonish g b u  
admonishment g ba   
adorned c ktl   
adornment j g   
adult n n gazg r   
adulterer d w na  
adultery t pai  
adultery, commit k tu  
advice nj me , sh w , t m le  

advise sh w tu  
adze k n fu, z gu   
affair b , wuj  = wud   
affect t pau  
affection ntau  
afraid, be s ktu  
after kau  
afterlife l , mazg i  
afterlive jann   
afternoon, late ad wau, as   
afternoon, mid duw   
afterwards d  k gu  
again w m, zam  
agree k s ktu  
agree to price s l mtu  
agreement d y   
ahead k ma  
AIDS f rak j   
ainhum ma   
airplane s wu  
alcohol s”m  general term 
algae kalangu  
alignment s r”m  
all bal, cakcak = c cak, cam, d” us, 

mak  
Allah K kask  = S k , M la  
allegiance capp , g daf kau  
alley kund w , dlakw k, m bak  
allow vu  
almost g zau  
alms seeking all o  
alms-seeking w li  
alms, give s d ktu  
alone -  
already c m n, n  bai  
already, do w rmu  
also ng m = w m, ye  
altar gamar m, gamar mg” z t   
although y ye, ye  
always fat w nke, kulum = kullum  
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ambulance ng l k  
among gad v , w t   
amulet daga, mask  = masp   
ancestors k dug , k duk   
and (joining nouns) n , n   
anger g”zh , sh tan, tl wura  
angry, be sh t nu  
angry, become tl w tu  
animal tl wai, v y   
animal (type) gw d   
animal, domestic dabb   
animal, unidentified nd kkon-d le  
ankle w ra z g”r  
annoy c w tu, d m tu, ng n ptu, 

r v nu  
another one d m   
answer ng mu  
antelope gask i  
antelope, harnessed m zh   
antidote k dd fi  
antimony sant m  
antimony container s k  sant” m  
ants r w  small red, m d v r k 

biting, m d v r -K kask  biting 
(with wings), m y k w  black grain 
storing, ng tlng tl driver, s ma ri 
sugar, sh sh w  stink 

anus d” n , macawi, v kshi  
anvil d”m   
anxiousness c”n   
any t w nke  
any way n n  y ye  
anymore w m  
anyone t ke = t ye  
anything t mke = t nke  
anytime fat w nke  
anywhere r w nke  
apathetic kw kw n i, l kt   
apathy k y y   
apex asamuw k, m cilinge   
appear p ku, reu  
appearance g n w   
appease l g˘tu  
appetizer g nak l m  
approach t rau  
approximately b   
apron zh mba d r ri  

apron for dancing am a  
apron, leather af k  
area cidi, pali = pall    
arguing g m ya  
argument k mp k   
argument prone n d   
arise tlau  
arm am i  
arm, upper damar   
armor, chain mail s lke = s lge  
armpit sh k íyuw , íyuw   
aroused, become t su  
arrange g” etu  
arrangement s r”m  
arrive z dau  
arrogant, be ˘k u  
arrogantly ‰ m r”m  
arrow d g   
arrow poison gazak u  
arrow, large s k ba  
as (if) k , k   
as for k y , k wa, m n, , ye  
as soon as t”t n, t k ni  
ashes b”b”t, y m  
ashes (as food ingredient) aun   
ask j yu, t tlu  
associates j ndau  
associates of j   
association kw pta miy   
assume t ku  
astonished, be j ptu  
astonishment aj p  
at   
attach t usu = t kwsu  
attact m ng tu  
attention y k n  
attention, pay y k ntu  
attentiveness y k n  
attractive d d c k s  
aunt n gangam = m  gangam = 

ng ngam, n gazg r  = m  gazg r   
authority awayau  
automobile m”tk , t”ma  
awl d g   
axe gaw   
axe with triangular blade mauni  
axe, small g tl p i, sh taka  
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B 
 
baboon bang i  
baby kul i  
baby (address) K   
baby carrier arv   
bachelor z dai  
back kau, g d mb zh m, w rzu  
back-bite t p  ram   
back-biter b bu p”rshi  
back, lower g dl dl   
backbite f f tu  
backing g daf kau  
backside sh b nai  
backwards d k u-d kau, d kau  
bad ga shu, k l d   
bag b fu, kwatank , ta a  
bag for donkey n mi, c ri  
bag, leather j k  tl   
bailiwick t nyi  
baked food g sa  
bald s l i  
ball ol ol  
ballot box gw b  g” c k”   
bandicoot g mb g dlam  
bangles, woolen b mbus  
bank dl ma   
bank up p u  
baobab flour b d   
baobab flour dregs cankw s  
baobab flower b mb l   
baobab leaves m dl a  
baobab miya dl gwanku  
baobab sauce m dl a  
barbecue g v v yu  
barber d r d”r   
barbet d pk k”mau  
bare s”l‰k  
bark (dog) g du  
bark of tree w rzu  
bark, dry g dl   
base shi  
basket l fe, d ”  general term, k nde 

general term, t k ci for removing 
dirt from well 

bastard b b l   
bat gwagw ra fruit bat, g”d w n 

insectivorous 
batallion b t liy   
bathe v yu  
battlefield nd gam-nd gam  
bead belt kw ikwad   
beads for praying c zbi  
beam zhir k  
bean cakes e  
bean leaves ef  
bean sauce g b b r i  
beans in pods k wu   
beans, broken akatl   
beans, cooked j b   
beans, small j ga   
beans, whole m”sko p”l t   
bear (birth) íy wu  
beard m ri  
beat d dgu, g b u, k mu, kk mu, 

n nmu  
beat drum n nmu  
beautiful b l n, c nd w   
beauty b l n  
because (of) g   
because of that g au  
become dl au = dl u, dl mu  
bed gadau = c k le, g la = g la, rak i  
bed, cross-beam g d l-g dul  
bedbugs b wu   
bee m  zhab w , zhab w , j w k 

zhab w   
bee (type) d m k”na, d z u  
beer s”m  general term, d k  one 

day old, g t lu set aside for good 
customers, ku u  cooked for 
personal use, m t ng zha three days 
old 

beer, non-alcoholic ga atl   
beeswax anay   
beetle ngwa  attacks bean plants, v u 

bores into beans, k tkut wood 
weevil or auger beetle 

beetle with long antennae ga   
before d mb  = k b  = k b n  
before (as in "have done before") 

ng lte = ng le  



 English-Ngizim Wordlist 163 

 

beg w lu  
begging z l m   
begin b d tu, ndu, c u, j bu  
beginning s”ku   
behind kau, kau  
belch g dli, g dlu  
believe j , j wa  
belittle m wau  
bell tal ul u  
bellowing p yi = pai, p y  
bellows k to  
belly b zhi, t mpi  
belt of palm fronds m e  
bend (wire) b dlu  
bend down g tku  
beneficence h   
beneficience P sam M m d   
benefit f id tu  
benevolence k nu g yi  
bent ga b dlak  
bereavement k m g n u  
beseech dl dl yu, m g tu  
beseeching Allah kkaí   
beseeching God l k˘ o  
beside b k   
betrothal bari  
better (after illness) íyale  
better that... ngalk   
better, be kau  
between gad v , w t   
bicycle k ke  
big m r”m  
big and useless g zungumi  
billygoat g b bu  
billygoat, hairy g b z ru  
bind t nku, tl utu  
bird t   
bird (type) al y , p p” , 

b r k lik li, c c v”r , d fk k”mau, 
d rawai, d ttam, d w w , d d d , 
g˘ i, j jin g lo, kwa , kwaitak, 
litt , l t” u, m g eg e, m l m 
baim , ngud˘k‰ko, ny ny m, p ri, 
p y‰t , shik t”m , w nyi , wak -y‰  

birth yi  
birth treat d b rma m ya  
birth, give íy wu  

biscuit b sk t  
biscuit bones tl  
bishop bird d m w   
bit of, a few b   
bite g du  
bits of food as snacks or treats c le  
bitter gw gw k, y m- y m, 

ga tl   
black y w  = iw   
black and dull g l n  
blacksmith m zam  
blame ny wau  
blanket gw d m  
blemish wala  
bless b k w tu  
blessing ba k   
blind dl g  = dlug yu  
blind, go dl g yu, dl gw tu  
blink y ptu  
blood d”d”m  
bloom, to p”tl yu  
blossom, to p”tl yu  
blow f yu  
blow nose tl nu  
blow on f tu  
blow to the back zh mbi  
blue p lla  
blurred m zh -m zh   
boast v u  
boat darag i, s wu  
body t k   
boil (abscess) gab”rzai, v r   
boil (water, etc.) b gdlu, r p u, 

z b yu  
bone aw k  
book tak da  
boomerang kw kurai  
boots z b l  
boredome v r  d g a   
borrow s tu  
borrow pit wuriy   
borrowing bas   
bother c w tu, d m tu, r v nu  
bottle kwal a  
bottom shi  
bouncing  child d gwd”r   
boundary kw yu, iy ka, mad b k  
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boundary of a farm c nkw pi  
bow (for shooting) bak  
bow curver g mpu  
bow-legged daw nan  
bowl d”gna wooden, for serving food, 

g”rg y  measuring, k y ngi 
measuring, small, kw y k 
earthenware, kwayak sant m for 
grinding antimony, kwayak j j  for 
burning incense, s  measuring 

bowstring ukw k  
box s nd k  = s nd k   
boy m y m  
bracelet for upper arm z nga  
bracelet, ankle (bronze) ng k ni  
bracelet, heavy ankle kka  
bracelet, heavy arm g˘r ra, b ca  
bracelet, thin arm t f   
braid rope t rmu  
braid together gu  
brains dlan k  
bran b ji  
branch gapt   
braying w d   
breach m”zb   
bread b” ‰d   
break k tlu  
break (sever) g du  
break in two t tlu  
break into pieces j g u [j k u], 

pu, u = g u  
break off tl tl”ru  
break up fight rau  
breakfast k”tl k mallo  
breast any   
breast (child talk) m mma  
breathe with difficulty j mtu  
breathing mafiy   
bribe s w   
bridal ornament taca   
bride amak m   
bridesmaid m  ”g  = m  g rv   
bridle l j m  
bridle for hobby horse g za  
bridle ring c sc sau  
brightness w   

bring d d , d n  completive, n d , 
n n  incompletive, d nad , 

d nan  plural imperative, d nad , 
d nan  second subjunctive, yend , 

yenn  singular imperative, n d , 
n n  subjunctive 

bring fire yu  
broker d ll l  
brokering s f   
broom íyuw   
broom, farming íyuwa k sa k m  
broom, for rubbish heap íyuwa k sa 

b zh k  
broom, rainy season g t b i  
broom, soft íyuwa l ma  
broom, worn d kwcakc   
brother y g n   
brother-in-law k s”r  
brother, older gazg r   
brother, younger g d”n  
brush off s spu  
bucket l k”d   
bucking kw ry k  
buffalo d nak  
build n mu = l mu  
bulging mb l  
bulging eyes gwagwal-gwagwal  
bull kalkald  = kwam d”g”s, kw m  
bundle t was  
bundle up m” u  
burbling (of billygoat) bab  = babu  
burial donation gw d   
burial, second s”mag r”m  
burn b ku  
burned dab k , gabakak  
burning smell tl y m  
bury d bgu  
bush dl”r m, d s, pat , zh g”m  
bush baby d kwand l   
bush meat jung m  
bushbuck m zh   
bustard bad   
bustard, lesser d fkar k  
but mma = mman = at n, at n = 

mma  
butcher b kt , s n   
butt d ng dlu  
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butter f la  
butterfly t p t p”t   
buttocks b mb kshi, sh b nai, v kshi  
buy m su  

 

C 
 
cage s  g za  
cake, bean e  
cake, fried s n s n  
cake, locust bean flour g sk”rmi  
cake, steamed l mb   
cakes, sweet of millet dakw   
calabash  (see also ‘gourd’) f n  

general term, d nk lw  for packing 
goods, gadak w  small, for tuwo, 
gw dl b  very large, j nde 
deocrated inside, kambi for sharing 
out grain to wives, m ba small, for 
serving plain tuwo, m bu large, 
nz a perforated for washing  locust 
bean cakes, t mb g l  shallow 

calabash fragment dlagwd ru  
calabash interior am  f”n   
calabash scoop ka fe  
calabash, perforated kw nt n-aun  = 

kw nt -aun   
calamity g p r”m  
calf (of cow) ab wan, ashkiy k = 

akshiy k  
calf (of leg) m”t”k s  
call uru = ru = r ru = r uru  
call, high pitched w r r w   
calm down k s mu  
calves, thin sh lok  
camel dl”k”mau = dl”g”mau  
camphor k p” i  
can d mau  
can, tin gwangwam  
canary k n i  
cancel p tu  
cane rat daw   
cane switch ku p k  
canyon gw y   
cap j kuwa  
cap with a lining bb ji  

cap without lining l”bl p  
cape, leather gale, d matl uta  
car m”tk , t”ma  
carbide k b d  
carbine g b l  
carcass m gvan  
cardinal bird z   
care about sh lu  
careful, be nk ltu = nk ltu  
caregiver mash lu  
carelessly g z -g bz   
carpentry, do yau  
carrier m k k ru  
carrion m gvan  
carry k k ru  
carry (take, transport) j”d , j”n  

completive, dad , dan  
imperative plural, jidu,  jin  
imperative singular, dad , dan  
second subjunctive 

carry child on the back g yu, 
g dvu  

carry on head k k ru  
carrying on the back g daf  
carve s sku, yau  
cassava pudding gw ‰z‰  
castrated bovine tl  dad ga  
cat gay m, p tu  
cat, African wild ng r   
catch g fau, j bu  
catch in the air w tu  
caterpillar katap p   
caterpillar (type) aka aps wu, 

d mp w   
cattle egret n (k)  
cattle track z d   
cause wu  
caution m rwai  
cave g ri   
cave in r bgu  
cease vu  
celebration ng”m   
celebration, traditional gal p durbar, 

Barak u spring planting festival 
cemetery r  d bak  
center gad v   
centipede nz mi   
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centipede, small sh u F”l t   
certain ones g fk i  
chaff raf w   
chair gwaj r  = kuj r   
chaise longue ku s  
chalk lli  
challenge d  dl gun = b r  aikw k  
challenge by wrestlers b r g am i  
chameleon k”nj  = k k”nj   
change p ltu  
character h l  
charcoal kwankw sak  
charge off b kw tu  
charm aug l la, z”m b”j , daga, 

mask  = masp   
charm against shooting w s k  
charm for invisibility mb ai  
charms m nd -m”nd   
chase r kau, r rkau  
chase birds rau  
chaser maraki  
chat s kw kw yu  
chattering r r u  
chatting s m na  
cheap ha, b t   
cheat s k tu  
cheek j”g n   
cheek, fat inside ng s”k j”g n   
cheerful expression w   
cheerfulness c p ri  
cheetah s m˘ i  
chest dl   
chew r m u  
chew off g g u  
chewing on one side ng sh b ram  
chicken g za  
chicken coop dakw k  
chicken manure j ngw l˘ i  
chicken w. ruffled feathers d k ca  
chicken w. tail is sideways d kw da  
chicken, speckled dla ai  
chicks k tlai  
chief d g m  
chieftainship garv , k m i  
child m y m  
child, youngest g ji  
childishness m y mkw n   

children k tlai, m mau  
chin g mci  
chin, soft part under k m a  
chisel kwapt” am  
choke z ru  
chop k rmu  
churn z p nu  
circuit, make g tu  
circular d”mb dl m = d mb l”m  
circumcise w du  
circumcision w d , w g s”k  
circumcision, protection canc s = 

kwalalai, kwalalai = canc s  
citrus fruit l m n  
civet cat jibd   
clap tl pu  
clavicle anj m   
claw kw tlu  
clay for pottery r b   
clean cik s, j g l   
clean and clear íyi l  
clean grain s ng y tu  
clean grain with water t ng tu  
clear land z b yu  
clear throat tl u  
clear up ngw u  
clever gag r yak  
clever, become g r yu  
cleverness s m, g r y   
click beetle k ka m zam  
climb g yu  
climber mag yu  
clitoris g c k”r k  
clock g‰go  
close c mu, r pu  
cloth bakt , g b ga  
clothes k c m, ka   
cloud k r k  
clouded, become g rb zu  
cloudy k r n-k r n = r n, r n 

= k r n-k r n  
club d”m l , g mp w   
club with metal head k suw   
club, throwing kw nkw r m   
coagulate m tu  
coarsely ground millet b b”sk   
coat a surface s mu  
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coax s fu  
cobra kafai, kaf  ng tl k r   
cock g skam  
cock gun t tau  
cock-a-doodle-doo k ku   
cockroach k tl mp r m g n   
coffee sh y   
coins y wa d gwda  
cold layi, layi-layi  
cold (illness) daf k   
cold weather m m   
coldness m m   
collapse z bg u  
collar bone anj m   
collect c cpu, c ptu  
collect and remove ngw u  
collecting grass ng tl n   
colostrum ”d   
colt kust   
comb cap” a  
comb (of chicken) k˘kuy k  
comb out s p u  
come d u completive, n na = nna 

imperative plural, d na = nna second 
subjunctive, n i subjunctive, n  
subjunctive 

come across b u, d g u, d mau, 
t sau  

come after gu  
come alongside g” etu  
come to s ktu  
come up (storm) k n mu  
comfort (child) s m m lu  
coming ny   
commander waíy íyi, ng gam  
communal labor ar , w g n i  
companion kam nc   
compared to sh l   
competition g sa  
complain against b k tu = b g tu  
complaint b” k   
compound m”nd w  = w”nd w   
compress m tu  
compress by patting or stamping 

t” b b u  
concavity atl k  
conceal oneself b mu, d su, p u  

conceit s k”nt   
concern l mbo, m n”m , c”n   
concerned, be s ltu  
concerning a, ,   
conciliate gu  
condolences dl w p  = dl w p , j b  

am i  
confidante shir m  
congratulate b k w tu  
conquer tau  
consecutively shim yi  
consent d y , k s ktu  
consider t m tu  
consolidate n ku  
consolidating beer with neighbor 

y m   
consult c u  
consultation with soothsayer gw mpi  
consuming gradually g l i = ng l íyi  
contact z bu  
container for spices tagwdlaram  
contempt nang w   
control j bu  
convince nz mu, s  a   
cooing k k ukk t   
cook b nu  
cooked dab n   
cooking tripod v kin  
cool off k ktu  
copulate d gzu, nu, t f yu = t p yu  
copulate (euphemism) ny  d ntau  
copulation (animals) bab  = babu  
cord of leather ukw k  
cord, woolen d g ga   
corn, young kunco  
cornstalk t”suw  = s”suw   
corpse g v , m ktu  
corpulence m d”b”   
corpulent gadb yak, gu j m  
correct p kat  
coucal b -b   
cough dl   
count nau  
country , g gai = g g w k, la d   
courtier kwakwana, w l di  
courtyard gand vu  
cover s m yu  
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cover head l l u  
cow tl   
cow skin, boiled kw nd  = kw nd   
cow, hornless manda a  
cow, speckled jamal  = ny b   
cow, type b”j   
cowardice lak k  
cowife ba, b nc nkw na  
cowrie wur   
crab k dl m r k  
cracker b sk t  
cracks in heel gan yik  
craving l mi, nd lam, z l m   
crawl du, v gu  
crazy au gacuk mak  
crazy, be r kan  gad va d vu  
creature l tak s”k   
creep du  
cricket g nd v r k  
cricket, Jerusalem m dlgur   
cricket, small c i  
crier k gal   
crime aip   
crisis m gb ktu  
croaking sh   
crocodile ka am  
crooked, be b dlu  
crookedness of the mouth kw r c m  
crop of bird kuc l   
cross p ltu  
cross (a path) s  a   
cross in front of w du  
cross pole zag r k  
crotch tl au  
crouch k yu  
crow (of rooster) kw kuriy k k, 

kw ryu  
crow, pied h k  
crowd in on m m u  
crowded, be m m u  
crowing k ku   
crown of head patl   
crowned crane g v rak = v rak  
crumble p tlu, p sh sh ru, r bgu  
crumbs p” atl   
crust, burned wu n k  
cry nu  

cry out w du  
crying an  
cubit j   
cucumber sh la  
cudgel k mp”l  
cultivate r yu  
cultivating r wai  
cup m unkwi  
cup for oil j gup  
cupping (with horn) at”m k  
cure n wad , n wan , tl tu  
cure by smoking k tu  
curtain bab r”m  
custom d   
cut dl du  
cut in strips ru  
cut off w du  
cut off piece f nc ku  
cut up d tlu  
cut with sickle tl ptu  
cutlass nk l t lo  
cutthroat z d ura  
cyst ng s”k, s kam ri  
 

D 
 
dabble in food c ktl tl nu  
damp, be d ktl r yu  
dampness d ktl r y , nas w   
dance done by me dl r i-dl rai  
dance done by men b g d , b rshin , 

z w y   
dance done by women d d e, jalle, 

g g mau  
dance, type d gw o  
dancing f” ai, s w ri  
dandruff kw kw d w   
darkness y w  = iw , dam k n m  
daughter w”ny   
dawn d g”k   
day (24 hours) w n , y w n  
day after tomorrow f ag i  
day before yesterday g ft  tiyu  
day, spend the n wau  
day, that g f  = gaf   
daytime g f  = gaf , n w   
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dead g mtak  
deaf d kw y   
deaf mute m k   
deaf, become d kw y tu = d kw tu  
death m tu, s” k p   
debris l m  = tl m   
decades man g mau  
decay t” u  
deceased tl mtu  
deceive b b tu, l v tu, mb l stu  
decline tl k tu  
decompose dl gw u  
decoration j g   
decrease p l tu  
deep g zb” , p” ”m, z” uk  
defecate b u  
defecating mb s    
defect wala  
deformed, become t sk˘tu  
deformity task   
defy d mu  
degenerate tl k tu, ‰li  
deliberation nj me , t m le  
democratic, become d m k u = 

d m k tu  
demonstrate t tku  
dense l” g   
dent t b u  
dented, be b fu, gab fak  
departure of angry wife gwdu  
depend on sh k ru  
depends on d  r -  
deposit kw shi, mp yi  
deposit of money dl ma   
depress (cause depression) t b u  
depression (ground) g t”   
descend f wu  
descendants k dug , k duk , 

ng d m   
desire nd lam  
despise m wau  
destroy k mb tu, r bgu  
deteriorate mb dl u, tl k tu  
devalue t rsu  
deviate lw tu  
devil d gwar, l f   
dew ma w   

diarrhea z wat  
diarrhea, have z utu  
die bag  r bgu, m tu  
die in large numbers r bu  
difficult t”t   
difficulty b‰n , k b n   
dig b dlu, tlu, z u  
dig hole c u  
dig up kw u, w dlg u  
digger mab”dl   
digging stick ashiy k, c ck k  
dilemma dl kwai  
dip out dl u, ngw u  
dip out of a liquid s wu  
dip small amount with fingers l nk u  
direction far   
dirt ny m  
disability ran   
disabled, become r n tu  
disappear yu  
discipline mu, t m tu  
discuss z ntu  
discussion ngw p t , s m na  
disdain b z tu, n ng n tu  
disease f ra  
disease of skin z ba   
disease of the skin taut wa  
disheveled y bz w i  
dislike k ru  
dislocate k t ku  
disolute person kw l l   
disparage n ngu, sh yu  
disperse t tlu, w yu  
displace r gu  
dispute g m ya, k mp k   
dissatisfied, be l mtu  
dissension d lam  = y t k c m   = 

r b r”b , z bu  
dissipated, become mb dl u  
distant p” ”m  
distort g rb zu  
distribute t u = t t u, c k k lu  
disturb dl r tu  
dive n yu, íy mu  
divide ru, tu  
divorced woman gwdu  
dizziness k”l d   
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do dl mu  
do already w rmu  
do forcefully dl k tu  
do previously c u  
do quickly c ktlu  
do whatever b tk nd tu = 

b y ngw tu  
doctor l k t   
dodge gw fu  
doer b ci = b bu  
dog j   
dog (type) b‰l , d” w , g s   
dog, wild hunting d mb dl gu  = 

d b dl i  
doll t tam  
domination g nt m  
donation dl m   
donkey kw a  
donkey pack mangal   
donkey pack, large leather s”lk m  
donkey saddle wedge l yi  
donkey, male b d l  
donkey, wild k˘ -k‰ o  
door panel gwamp   
doorway m vgi  
dove bull m t taru, t tar   
doze z ng g u  
drag v gu  
drag on ground b zu  
dragonfly v”n gw ng r k  
draw n u u, t nu  
draw out p l u  
draw water z mtu  
dread gafak   
dream s wan  
dream (verb) s unu  
dress up b dl u  
drink sau  
drip s s ru, yau, tlku  
drive away r kau, r rkau  
driver d b   
drooling mb l l , nj l l   
drops s urai  
drops, pour tlku  
drought  g u ak  
drum g nga large, g nga a a kuf  

large, held on the knees, g nga 

k m g au u played at funerals, 
gunduwa large, played for wrestlers, 
kalau small, played with two 
beatuers, kanj u large hourglass, 
held between legs, k r y  barbers, 
tamb l kettle drum 

drummer d k , b ci n nam  
drumming n nam  
drumming for sorcery d w y   
drunk, get k y˘tu  
dry g u ak  
dry and hard to swallow kws kw  

= m s i, m s i = 
kws kw   

dry clothes r nu  
dry season tl r m , w z n k  
dry season arrives tl r mu  
dry up l ks nu, w u  
dry-zone cedar m g eg e  
dubious gub   
duck nd kam  
duck (type) kwa l  
duck, white-faced w l w l   
due to g   
duiker gad w   
dum palm fronds a duw   
dune z g wu  
dung beetle mb   
during   
dusk m g b   
dust b” b   
dwarf w da  
dye d ltu  
dye pit r n  
dyer m rin  

 

E 
 
each other g tkau, t k   
eagle shikw k  
ear gu   
ear wax sh g ag   
early morning p” ”k  
early start, get t w tu  
earring kuy g ag , kwata •  
earring, large balam  
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earrings, large brass garangama  
earth g gai = g g w k  
earth, red v wu  
earthworm zh”bzh b  
earwax remover makum k  
earwig gab kug u  
east c   
easy ha, k sk , íyale  
eat k u, tau  
eater mat”k  
eczema avari, k shi  
edge b k   
effeminate man laje = s lw i = s lw i  
egg gwai  
egg yolk ng v n  
eggs of a frog nj l   
eggs, unhatched z b i  
egret, cattle n (k)  
ehtnic group N s a European 
eight dand f” u  
either...or... naÖna  
elbow zakiy   
electricity l mta k   
elephant j un k  
else, e.g. what else? nya  
emaciated sa -sa   
embarrassed, become zh r wu  
embarrassment s sar  s sag m, 

zh rau  
embers van, vank ak   
emir d g m, m i  
emptiness of a hole or large container 

v˘k n k  
empty g au, pa ak, v naw   
empty-handed s”l‰k  
enamelware, Chinese s m a  
enclosure d da , g g i  
encounter d g u  
end of time d n y tu  
endure ktu  
enemy makur   
engraving tool d g   
enjoy yau  
enlighten p ktu  
enlightened, become g r yu  
enmity g ba  
enough, be b tau  

enraged, become s ktu  
enrich c l u  
entangled, become b d ng l tu = 

dl utu, tl u  
enter t fu  
enter with force su  
entrance hut t   
environs dl”gdl k  
epidemic dlam   
epilepsy m tik  
equal b tau  
erect, to d bu  
erected dad b   
escape g mbu  
escape from r mau  
escape narrowly ja ptu  
especially n n di  
espy taíyi d   
establish d bu  
etch g vu = g vu, n u u  
ethnic mugwd  Hausa 
ethnic group Bad  Bade, F k  Bole, 

w s”r  European, F”l t  Fula, 
p no Hausa, ny m”ri Igbo, Zan 

Kanuri, Dl rai Karekare, Ng m  
Ngamo, Ng”z”m Ngizim, T l  Tula 

ethnicity, mixed ng b ng lo  
etiquette lad p  
even y ye  
even, become g” etu  
evening d g d wau  
event l m   
ever k , ng lte = ng le  
ever do c u  
ever since gi  
every t w nke  
everyone t ke = t ye  
everything m˘ke, t mke = t nke  
everywhere r w nke  
evil k l d   
evil eye kw ry k  
ewe abzh r   = abdl r , t m ku  
ewe, old d na  
exact kalkal  
exactly p kat  
exaggeration ng”l   
examine gw d tu  
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exceed kau  
exceed slightly s ptu  
except s  = sai  
except for b n = b  n”n = b  y   
excrement shau  
execute z du  
exert uzu  
exists w ra  
exit v ru  
expect t m ntu, t m tu  
expecting t m  (d ), t m n  
expensive s da  
experience k mau  
expert dancer kacau  
expertise kacau  
explain p s ltu  
express c pu = c pau, t k u  
expression gga surprise (positive), Al  

j f  good grief!, m oh?!, anj w  
may it be so, any  = niy  OK, that's 
that, asasa folktale opening, at oh! 
(expresses sudden realization), wwo 
yes, d ga and to you! (response to 
greeting), d ci that's that, 
d mb r mb  amazing!, I don't 
believe it!, D n ! Oh great one!, 
dl mak S”ku amazing! strange but 
true!, g p r ng” m˘? what 
calamity?! (used to ward off 
calamities), h  = h ha say, "Ah!", 
k” ak warning, k l m  really, 
k” s  Amazing!, k n  really?, is 
that right?, k  n  wa? welcome!, 
l b”  be careful!, l l  welcome!, 
mk”m ! To hell with you!, m n n 
oh no! (cry of dismay), nd  y  
absolutely not, ngup”  greetings to 
you!, ˘í‰ of course, yes, oí  no, p  
well, s l m greeting, s -m”sh”nu 
annoyance, s ban  oh my!, ta shoo!, 
us i hello, hi, ush = ny íush keep 
quiet! (rejection of irrelevant 
remarks), v ! cry of joy during 
Sawak, wa true?, w bbi surprise 
(negative, y m i = y w i alas!, yo 
Excuse me!, yo ! Oh, I see! 

extend mau = mu, g fau  

extended legs with sitting k j k kal u  
extract p l u, p tu = f tu  
extreme degree d r ri  
eye d   
eye matter ng p c tl = ng c c au  
eye of needle t”n  

 

F 
 
fable k˘kuy k, z”nz n  
face d ba k ma, f”sk , jamp l  
face down, lying d” gum k  
faeces shau  
faifai, decorated kwad   
fail b ku, mb˘tu  
failing to meet gab niya  
faint y n u  
fair-skinned b u, c n  
fairness, show d ltu  
fall v gu  
fall from height b d gu  
fall over dl rg du  
family haula, y l  
family members nd k a   
famine l mlam  
far away fak  
farm k m, r yu  
farm worker b ma  
farm, fallow g v n   
farm, personal y manci  
farmer maruw i  
farming r wai  
fart kw kw k, w íyi  
fasten t usu = t kwsu  
fasting sh m  
fat m kws r i  
fat (corpulent) gadb yak  
fat (on meat or body) ny mi  
fat, become d b yu  
fate n b   
father f”k, b ba, b ba  
father-in-law s urak  
fatigue w tl   
fatigued ku nu  
fatten d b y”d   
fault wala  
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fear k l wu, m w yu  
fear(ing) kal u, m rwai  
fearful person m k l u  
feathers y   
feed mp tu, tadu, tana  
feeding (by animals) d wau  
feel k mau, yau  
feel bad d gzu  
feel relieved k tu  
feigning s ai  
female g m   
fence darag , d da , g l g , 

g g i, k st , s l m  
fence off kw tu  
fence, cornstalk nd l   
fend for oneself d b˘tu  
ferment zh˘mu, m fu  
fermented zh m, gam fak  
fertile g ms kw n   
festival ng”m   
fetish g r”m  
fetish pole m l k   
fetish priest mag r”m  
fetters g t k s  
fever g vu  
fever, yellow sh nk rin  
few ap  
field patata  
fight(ing) tl r   
file (for sharpening) dla t k  
fill c k tu, n m yu, n yu  
filled ala ala = tla anai, tla anai = 

ala ala  
filter c cku  
filth ny m  
finch ta w”nd w   
find b u, b yi, d mau, t sau  
fine j”r”m  
fine (impose a fine) h k tu  
finger aikw k, gurb k  
finger, little g ji  
finger, middle m l nk k  
fingerless ngw g d m  
fingers zh gw t  
finish d mu  
finish task t ku  
finished, be su  

fire ak   
fire starter tankau  
firefly c p m, wadla m  
fireplace v kin  
firmly closed g d md”m  
first d go = d go, k” s”ku   
first-born son mag ji  
fish v n kau general term, y w  

Brycinus spp., formerly Alestes spp. 
(tetra or characins), b b rakk m 
Clarias lazera and other Clarias spp. 
or Heterobranchus bidorsalis 
(African catfish), j i Heterotis 
niloticus (bony tongue), gampar m 
Lates niloticus (Nile perch), 
m d”dd”  Malapterururs electricus 
(electric catfish), am u Protopterus 
annectens (lungfish, mudfish), k ma 
ank l Schilbe spp. (African butter 
catfish), kwa ag  Synodontis spp. 
(synodont catfish), b gd  Tilapia 
spp. (tilapia, cichlid perch) 

fish (catch fish) sh yu  
fish hook m rm r   
fish, pounded t k no  
fishin s wa v n kau  
fissure g gu  
fit g nu  
fitting, be k m tu  
five v   
fix lmu = nmu  
flag l n = lan  
flash dlu  
flatter z mau  
flavoring (baobab) gw g nai  
flavoring (locust bean cake) kalwa  
flavoring (sorrel seed cakes) amb i  
flay nau  
flea ”t  
fleece m s  
flintstone j n d   
flog w bdu  
flood ganj u, n m yu, p n u  
floor, pounded d g gar  
flour apt , r i  
flour, coarse yi  
flow out lu  
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flower p tl y   
flute paido  
flute (cornstalk) sh la = sh lak daw   
flute (made of horn) sh la-sh la  
flute, cornstalk r d o  
flute, sheperd’s sh r w   
fly juw k  
fly (type) g y ut k, kwa a  
fly, green avan k  
fold in two ptu  
folktale z”nz n  
follow gu  
followers nd k a   
fond of, be k wau  
fontanelle arsh shi  
food ab n, b kt , m s na  
food (type) b l nno, jangwal , 

kub ru miya of sorrel calyxes 
food in abundance k   
food of mixed millet, senna, oil nz ya  
food, made of beans and boiled g˘gal   
food, staple ab n  
fool b”lk n, gad w nak, k k , 

z˘ri, tl kum  
foolish gadl bg nak  
foolish behavior k ba  
foolish, act d w nu  
foot z g”r  
for ,   
forage d wau  
forbid ngw su  
forefinger m v r k, mas u ak  
forehead d ba k ma  
foreskin s l l   
forest dl”r m, dlamdl m  
forever lambaram, pata-pata  
forge z mau  
forget t w yu  
forgetfulness p l l   
forgive t ptu  
forgiveness t b   
form balls n m m yu  
formerly s m, w ci  
fornicate d gzu, nu, t f yu = t p yu  
fornication t pai  
fortune teller b ci gw mpi  
fortune telling gaz   

fortune, tell g zau  
forum gw p t   
found thing b yi  
four f” u  
fox aday u  
frame for thatched roof s g   
francolin d wa  
francolin (type) b kc i, k lu, 

kwa atask n  
free v tku = b naf   
freeze m tu  
frequently ganaptak, au- au, 

ishimuyi-ishimuyu  
fresh fruit or plant m d n s  
Friday dl”m w   
friend h ma, m nga, m ntau, y wo  
friend (female) m yi, m yikw n   
friend, closest shir m  
friends m nm   
friendship m n, mang na  
frighten k l wu  
fringe b z -baz   
frog k˘ko  
frog (type) b t”kt”k  
frog eggs nj l l   
from d   
front k ma  
frown t nu  
fruit yi  
fry k uyu  
fuel fire r ksu  
full (from eating), be z t mu  
full, be c k tu, n yu  
funny, be dl rb du  

 

G 
 
gain s k nu = s k u  
galago d kwand l   
galito, grey m l g du  
gall bladder tl wu  
galloping gal p durbar 
gambling b ma  
game k w   
game (type) ug  hiding an object in a 

pile of sand, c˘ ‰  boys and girls 
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choose mates, d n draughts played 
by women, d d ye boys, played in 
rain, d sa = dar  draughts, 
j j nkwatl jacks, j kkwa  game 
where child hops, holding one foot, 
kul  played by children tending 
animals, k mb -kumb  blind man’s 
bluff, m m y  played in water, 
s page circling wrestling arena, tl ra 
anan a game like draughts, y  
somersault, z y y  done by children 
at bath time 

ganglion ng s”k, s kam ri  
gap m”zb   
garrulous person g r m k  
garrulousness r r u  
gas ya   
gather c cpu, c ptu, h tu, ng b tu  
gather crops t k nu  
gather en masse gzu  
gathering of women n g m   
gazelle y   
gazelle (male) ga   
gecko m ks u  
gecko, poisonous k k”tl  = 

k ktl p   
gemstone s y   
genet d g dar i  
genital area shi  
get b u  
get together c cpu  
get up tlau  
ghost k tl m-k tl”m  
giant rat g mb g dlam  
gift from traveler z g ge  
gift, small s mtu  
gifted y  =  ya , rw ri  
gifts at funeral g d”   
gigantic b nt m  
gingivitis m l ng n   
giraffe macak w   
girdle kw ikwad , j gda  
girdle (child) tl pe   
girl w”ny   
girlishness wunyakw n   
give b ru  
give up hope ma d   

giver mabari  
gizzard m s wu, m s kw k r   
glance shing l   
glare at d gdu  
gleaning b”   
glue on tl gbu  
glutton k n m   
gluttony b mba  
gnaw g rm u  
go ju completive, dda imperative 

plural, ji imperative singular, ya 
incompletive, yad , yan  
incompletive, yi subjunctive, yid , 
yin  subjunctive 

go around g tu  
go belly up kw u  
go in t fu  
go on trip r k nu  
go out v ru  
goat k , m u  
goat with one testicle g íyal   
goat, castrated ayak-tl k  
goat, hairy b z , g b z ru, ya z   
goat, mail ay k  
goat, mature male g b bu  
goat, old nanny m g ra  
goats g rau = g r wau = g r w win  
God K kask  = S k , M la  
going ny   
gold d n   
good b l n, t f , t”f -t f   
good fortune P sam M m d   
goodness h   
goods ka   
goose, knob-billed ngatl”n kw k  
goose, spurwing z”bg   
goshawk (type) ng n ng na  
gossip ndu undu u, tu, nyau  
gourd  (see also ‘calabash’, ‘ladle’) 

a yu general name for gourd plant 
(Lagenaria siceraria), b ji 
unscraped interior, c z mi long, 
large, d mba very large, unsplit, 
g”rg ya n wa  container for paint, 
g”rw  bottle, gw b  spherical for 
beer or storage, gw na-gw n  warty, 
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k tu spherical for liquid, z ng u 
long, for henna 

gourd bottle b z w ul   
gourd bottle for charms g j”   
gourd bowl f n  general term 
gourd percussion instrument j ltu  
government Gangam Cidi  
gown zan  g b r k blue vest, kwa  

indigo-dyed, n sh  large indigo-
dyed, kw r r pci large with 
embroidery, bay  long with 
needlework, p p tuw  made of 
white cloth (H. gare), g  man's (H. 
gare), gum j  man's or woman's, 
kupt  short sleeved for men, d rb r  
type, gamd m white vest 

gown, man's zan i  
grain head t s”n k  
grain with bran removed sh mpe   
grain, coarsely ground sh sh ri = 

sh sh ya = mb z m  
grain, coarsely pounded angaya  
grain(s) ay wa  
granary b z m, d t”f k, g dlai  
granary, buried v k u  
grandchild k ka  
grandchild (child of daughter) tlapk k  
grandchild, great y y   
grandchild, great-great-great d d , 

d d am  
grandparent k ka  
grandparent, great y y   
grandparent, great-great-great d d , 

d d am  
grasp k yu  
grass (type) p mp r p˘tlo  
grass bundle kw ntal  
grass, dry b d   
grasscutter daw   
grasses  (see also ‘plants’, ‘trees’) z”m 

general term for grasses and weeds, 
g d g a Alysicarpus vaginalis  
(moneywort), m dlbak Andropogon 
gayanus (gamba grass), m z w nyi 
Aristolochia albida; A. bracteolata, 
p s  Borreria stachydea ant’s wheat, 
ap w  Cenchrus biflorus, C. ciliaris 

(burr grass), da nkwatl  
Chrozophora senegalensis, anyik j  
probably Cucumis pustulatus, r y k 
Cymbopogon giganteus, j j  Cyperus 
articulatus, dagaz”ry wu Digitaria 
debilis; D. velutina, g m r w  
Eragrostis tremula; E.ciliaris; E. 
gangetica, yayyawu Mitracarpus 
hirtus (button gras), nga maj l 
Monocymbium ceresiiforme 
(oatgrass), g‰r  Oxytenanthera 
abyssinica (bamboo), p r w  
Pennisetum pedicellatum; 
P.polystachion, sh lami Saccharum 
spontaneum (arrow shaft), k y y  
Tribulus terrestris (puncture vine) 

grasses (unidentified type) mb  for 
straw hats 

grave u u  
gravel k c   
graze d wau  
grazing freely d˘ e  
greed for food k l e  
greediness b mba, g d   
green tl” ”t  
greet nd mu, s l mtu  
griddle kw yak s”n s n  
griffon d sh  g msh y , d sh  

maz mak, zakwt k  
griffon, small gamshiya  
grind n yu, tlu, t su  
grind wet substance d tu  
grind with water d u  
grinding stone v nyi  
grinding stone shaper uk k  
grinding stone, top m tkam v nyi  
grip for spear m zge   
groan m z mu  
groom m s k m   
ground g gai = g g w k  
ground, gravelly jugw l = r  ca atl, r  

ca atl = jugw l  
ground, hard ngw na  
groundnuts, immature kw tlkw   
grove b i  
grow old g ru, g zg r tu  
grow up m r mtu, r wau  
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grub d˘k k g za  
gruel tamb zai, g u H. fura, aku n  

H. kunu, gul  H. kunu w.o. 
tamarind flavoring, zh m-t k ri 
made from fermented grain 

gruel for new mother amgak   
gruel of baobab gw d˘gul k  
gruel without tamarind daptl   
gruel, thick b l nka   
grumbling languwa, r ruwa  
grunt d k u  
guard m yu  
guest mag raf = mag ra   
guest, be m g r ftu  
guesthood mag rafkw n   
guinea corn (generic term for millet and 

sorghum) u  
guinea corn, fermented atl   
guinea fowl z b nu  
guinea worm d zhi  
gum Arabic a an  
gum disease m l ng n   
gums g na   
gun b”nd”gi  
gun, Dane dl t ka  
gut animal yu, yau  
guts nda   

 

H 
 
habit wan   
haft k mu  
hail ay yi  
hair y   
hair that is short and uneven c ck   
hair, grey nkw   
hair, pubic g zai  
hairlessness g d m   
hairstyle bi plaited in front and 

back, c kku tuft on top, d b b  
style worn by Kanuri women, dau  
type involving braiding, p mp i 
women's style with sides shave, 
tl pe  string of colored beads, tuntu 
tuft in a hairdo 

half t   

halter for horse k bambam  
hand aikw k, am i  
handkerchief lb t   
handle of hoe or axe g ji  
hang up dl gu  
hanger d”m dl g   
happen w k tu  
happiness nn sh wa, r w  g”sh , 

kun , mb” n , p” ai  
hard g d gu , g u ak  
hard ground ng dandar   
hard to the touch ny ktl m  
hare v d   
harlot k‰k w   
hartebeest g r f y   
harvest r rmu, t t mu  
harvest season tl r m   
haste jal , k mpuw i = k mp‰y   
hat j kuwa  
hat, straw g mpam  
hatch tlu  
hate ng ptu  
haunch gun i  
have n , n   
have to s  = sai  
hawk dank   
hawk (type) dank  j gup, dank  

j mp m , dank  k d r , k d , 
nd kkwin  

haze g b nt nau  
head a   
head pad kw shi  
head toward b ru, t nu  
health k lappiy   
healthy ng   
heap of brush c”kw k  
hear k mau  
heart g”sh , gazaf   
heart disease mp l  
heartburn ya   
heat fau  
heat up d mau  
heaven jann , l , mazg i  
heavy d” ”s, dlagdada , d kshi  
hedgehog t gw zh m  
heel l w ag   
height d t   
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helmet g”rg ya a  m y m  
help b n tu, l tu, t im k tu, t mbau  
help out w ru  
help(ing) b na  
hem ku up  
hemorrhoids b w k Loranthaceae spp.,  

Tapinanthaceae spp. 
hen g za, k k t m  
henceforth kad k ngu  
herbalist da n i  
herd b i  
herder makwat k  
here r  tku  
here and there d g   
here it is s”n , s u, s u t i = s˘, s˘ t i  
here they are nd”n , nd u  
hermaphrodite yas k  
hero g ms k  
heron ng kw k  
hex m”nd   
hiccough, hiccup g t ”k = g t”k  
hide b mu, d su  
hide (skin) r v k  
hiding ab   
high wak   
hill z g wu  
hip gun i  
hippopotamus j gum  
hissing k k   
history l b   
hit g b u, k mu, kk mu  
hitch up s pku  
hobble t fu = t pu  
hobbling g d k   
hoe d bi, g r fu = g r vu  
hoe blade, worn g d” i, g mr r y k  
hoe farm r yu  
hoe up kw u  
hoe, cultivating k ram = k‰l w , 

kwad   
hoe, weeding b g uji  
hold g fau, j bu, k yu, ˘tu  
hole g r”s, v k  
hole, shallow t nyi  
hollow g ri   
home m”nd w  = w”nd w   
hometown   

hommage, pay g rmu  
homosexual g nt lm   
honey zhab w , am zhab w   
honey badger m”g ya  
honey guide (bird) k raur   
honor s ks ktu  
hoof k l am  
hoof trimmings f t k  
hook for fishing m rm r   
hook to retrieve well-bucket 

k ms r ki  
hooked stick taka wa, z w ci  
hoop of cornstalk d kwa aikw i  
hoopoe bank k u  
hop k t ru  
hope for t m ntu  
hoping for   
horn f w k  
horn (musical instrument) m k”m  
hornbill, grey t l k k  
hornbill, ground z ”t  
hornbill, red-billed k kk ji  
hornet g j v”   
hornlessness g d m   
horse d k   
horse (type) waya, z”  mixed black 

and white, b di black with white legs, 
b k”li red with black legs, b‰l , 
d”mpu black, dakwt  dark with 
white feet and forehead, g mt ta  
stubborn, g nam w  red with black 
legs, gunya small mixed red and 
yellow, g v” , g v r kau white, 
j” u red with white head and legs, 
k y  black, kwale red, kw lkwal 
aggressive, s p lt  black and white 

host p t˘ma  
hot season b g l , t rak af   
hot weather fau  
house m”nd w  = w”nd w   
house (flat-roofed_ kud md m  
house, square kud md m  
household y l  
how n n , nda  
how about...? w m  
how many/much naw n  
how much less b lle = b re  
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however n n  y ye  
huddle k yu  
huge b nt m, gu j m, 

m r ngw z i, g dl mb m  
huge belly imbam- imbam  
huge person g dl mb m  
human being n ngaiw   
humorous, be dl rb du  
hundred danamak  
hunger k l e, may , nd lam  
hunt b ru  
hunter m zam, m z m k, ng b r k  
hunting bar   
hurl z g mu  
husband m s k  
husk of cornstalk tla am  
hut kag , s”s u  
hyena b dl mu  
hyena, striped gadam zai  
hypocrite m n f k  

 

I 
 
ibis, hadada t”nt s   
ice ay yi  
ideophone ay y  runny eyes, b k 

action of bursting out, b”l s smooth, 
clean, b gwz gw  action of  falling 
heavily, bang”zam action of being 
thrown to the ground, 
b mba c m sound of a large 
drum, bas full stomach, batol sound 
of a bang, b kw  sudden 
appearance, forceful action, b  
striking with a thump, b dl dl  
scattered, b íyi  beautiful, ” ak 
sound of popping, d d  large 
number, ” em sprawled out, agwai 
strong, k movement at a run, all 
at once, c” i  action sudden popping 
out, ca ak sour, c l numerous, ca  
new, ca atl hoe scraping gravel, ci  
red, ci ak-ci ak strutting, cik”p = 
cikap hard to the touch, cikulet-
cikulet = c nk let guinea fowl cry, 
ci  squirting, cok erect posture, 

cuk bundled, d”l be killed, d p-
d p clumsily, da ”mak-
da ”mak running, dl”p movment 
downward, dl nt m drum beating, 
dl m-dl m hoarsely, dl -
dl  clumsey running, dlakaka 
clucking, du u  hard blow, 
d kw -d kw  walking fast, 

”tlok a drop, z l pile of ropes, 
a ai full to the brim, itlok 

dripping, ol spitting, ol = toi ape 
very tope, fau sour, painful, g”ra  
shut, ga  tightly pressed, g íy mm 
sprawled out, g atl-g atl 
guzzling, gw m = ng m smell 
of dead animal, j kw  spread out, 
jagwalam action of hopping along, 
loping along, k” ak-k” ak 
stealthily, k” ”  old, k  = 
k -k  briefly, in little time, 
k” us wham, k tl gnawing on a 
bone, kuk midnight, ku  denial, 
ku il roundness, k m hidden, 
huddled up, ku us burned up, 
l ml ml m breeze blowing, l p 
swooping, m dl-m dl chewing, 
m”tl hard blow, mau tightly, m -
m  swaggering, m k tl striking 
something squishy, ndandol leaping, 
nda  thud, ng m = gw m 
smell of dead animal, ngulet 
covered, ngw l peeking, peering, 
nyimnyim drops of water, p”l”k 
black, p”loi immaculate, p” ”k 
bounding, with a bound, pam a lot, 
expansive, p u bang, p uuu bright 
(light or color), puw  distant, m-

m speedily, etl sweet, u  
much food, umus burnt up, s”l”m 
entering and disappearing, s” ”t 
black, s k t  lowered head, salai 
greeting, sam silent, sharau swift 
movement, silence, sh u absence of 
news, sol white, su -su -su  
stealthily, s w k-s w k escaping, 
t”kwa -t”kwa  = s”kwa -s”kwa   
moving slowly and magestically, t”  
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exhausted, t”  directly, tak exactly 
one, t kwsh m discomfited, talai 
upward, tap-t p-tap running sound, 
t tar”nguda sound of a drum being 
beaten, tl” e -tl” e  sound of 
scraping, tl u speeding away, tlit 
stinging, tok bang, v v v  wind 
blowing, w l -w l  hot, w -
w  in a hurry, wal-wal-wal 
washing sound, wu-wu-wu braying, 
íyamak eating completely, íyi  red, 
z” k  rumbling, clattering, z n 
zoom, za  white; completeness, zh  
running about 

idle detl  
idleness ng tl n , tuk   
if g f  = g f , kw y , ta  
if (counterfactual) bay   
if that's the case k le  
ignoramous g‰   
illness ma y m  
imitate s ga , g gza miy   
imitate speech ga miy   
imitation s ga   
impatience languwa  
impetigo kw kw d w   
implant k mu  
implements ka   
important m r”m  
importune ng n ptu  
imposition ng”n”p   
impossible, be d mu  
imprison t usu = t kwsu  
in   
in order to ,   
incantatons, utter dladl ya miy  = taíyi 

miy   
incense l t, ab s  
incite sh ksh ktu  
inconvenience r v nu  
increase ng b tu, s k nu = s k u  
indeed d i, k y , k wa, m n, ng ,   
indeed (after imperative) b   
indigestion ya   
inexpensive ha  
influence g nt m  
infusion, medicinal k p a  

inhabiting mb s   
inherit g d˘tu  
inheritance wa t   
injury l   
injury (to toe or finger) d kwkwa   
innocent j , j wa  
innuendo m n w , ng sh b ram  
innuendo, cast t f  t k   
insane, become tl w tu  
insanity tl wura  
insect k shak  
insect (type) b dl m  juw k, c ta 

gw ng r k, dl mb‰-dl mb , 
ga shu l ntay , g r -g zbu, 
j g dl  j w k, m sh to, 
ng w íyi, sag b”t, s ma ngay  
= s ma angai, sh m y   

insert t f”d , t f”n   
inside k nu, kwakun   
insinuation m n w   
instigate sh ksh ktu, sh shku = 

sh shku  
insult n ngu  
intellect a   
intelligence ank l  
intelligent person damb   
intentionally w w i  
intentionally do n y  apt   
intercept k ptu, s  a   
intercourse, have sexual d gzu, nu, 

t f yu = t p yu  
interest, show m ng tu  
interfere in conversation b r yi miy   
interior k nu  
interior (compound) patl   
intestine, large b z”ng”lu  
intestines nda   
into ,   
invert c mu  
investigate t ktlu  
invulnerable gaj yak  
iron y k  
irrigate d u  
kunu aku n  H. kunu 
tuwo m s na  
itch tl u  
itching tl   
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J 
 
jacana c ga  
jackal d”la  
jaundice m wu  
jaw agalam, g r ya  
jealous person mag ru  
jealousy g ru  
jerky saur k  
jester b ci dl rb d   
Jew’s harp d b”dl”m-b”dl”m  
joggle (child) y iku  
join kw ptu = kw tu, n ku  
join two things t f”d , t f”n   
joined gand g mak  
joint t f   
joint (of sugar cane, etc.) d   
joking relationahip k k n   
joking relationship k s r”k, g nw   
jostle j gdl dl u  
journey r kan  
jovial person dl r   
joy mb” n , p” ai  
judge l g r  = l y    
judgment sh iy   
jug (gourd or hide) g du  
jump k t ru  
jumping j ” a  
junior gangam  
junk p mp r p˘tlo  
just kaw i, s  = sai  
just now gac e  
justice, do d ltu  

 

K 
 
K-legged b m   
Kaduna D ng m  
kapok flower y w‰y w‰  
kerosene k l nz   
kick t ku  
kidney ku s siya  
kill t ku  

kill many r bu  
killing t”k  
kiln b z m  
kind j”ri  
kind (type) zadak  
kindle tank   
kindling c c w   
kindness k nu g yi  
king d g m, m i  
kit (toy) saud k  
kite gazab   
knead m m ru = m rm ru  
knee k fu  
kneecap da kuf   
kneel du, pa kufu  
kneepad kwa shi kuf   
knife audu, z k   
knife for circumcision kwash m  
knife, large k k ra  
knit (of bone) s mu  
knock down k u = k u, m nu, 

u  
knock-kneed b m   
knot, tie k isu  
know z gau  
knowledge z g y   
kob m r ya  
kobo kwab   
kola g‰   
kola residue lai  
Koran l k n  
kunu (flavored w. desert date) b b i  
kwashiokor t n   

 

L 
 
laborer b ma, d gw nji, l b   
lack b ku, n mb   
lackadaisicalness sh l n gwab   
ladder d g”n s, kw k m, zam k  
ladle zh nyi  
lake gad   
lame gdu  
lame, become g du, gd tu  
lamp p”t”l , p sh  = kannu kw y k, 

kannu kw y k = p sh   
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land z d pu  
land, unfarmed a iy   
land, virgin cimp   
landlord p t˘ma  
language m ya  
lap g va  
large m r”m  
large amount l”bd   
large of digger wasp duw  t tar   
large, become k ncu  
late, be ng stu  
laugh (at) g msu  
laughter g mas  
lawyer l y   
lay out s nu  
laziness sauy   
lazy in manner kw kw n i  
lazy person m s uy , t n n m n  
leader of women m g   
leaf, leaves wai  
leak tl ku, yau  
lean against t nk su, t n su  
learn g gzu  
leather waist band ukw k  
leather worker m”nd”lm   
leave (depart) z rmu  
leave a little of something k yu  
leave alone vu  
leave behind b zu  
leave off doing vu  
leave, take one's s l mtu  
leaves of guinea corn tlatlam w   
leaves, loose dl nke   
ledge danga m   
leech dau, kalany  = kal wuny   
left (side) madlaw i  
left over, be g z ru, g zau  
leg z g”r  
leisure m n wa  
lend s tu  
length d t   
leopard w r k  
leper gu dad”m k, d ngum  
leprosy gu d mi  
lessen d ptu  
lest g   
let vu  

let alone b lle = b re  
let’s… u  
level, become g” etu  
liar ji k n  
libation, make z g mu  
lick b tu, p tku  
lid akwata  
lie (untruth) ngad , papiy   
lie down v du  
life o  
lifespan, short b w g n i  
lift s tu, s ktu, tl tlau  
light in weight pa ak  
light weight j gwzam  
light-skinned c n  
light-weight s kt   
light, become tl nu  
lighten d ptu  
lightning g n, w   
like (be fond of) nci, nt tu  
like (similar to) k , k   
likeness g n w   
lily trotter c ga  
limit d d”g”ri, mad b k  
limping g”s  
line up s u  
lineage u u, zadak  
linker k  between nouns before 

glottalized and voiceless consonants, 
g  between nouns before vowels and 
voiced obstruents; with possessive 
pronoun -a(nai) 'my', g” between 
nouns when between consonants or 
before a sonorant consonant; before 
the possessive pronoun -ri 'his', ga 
with possessive pronoun -ra 'her' 

linker (genitive linker)   
lion jagadlau  
lip p rshi  
listen k mau, k mtu  
little gangam  
liver g”sh   
lizard d mj mja, k r g m k general 

term (Agama agama) 
lizard (type) kwalal‰k   
lizard, male angw zo  
load kak”r   
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load animal l ptu  
load on an animal l”pt   
loaded (animal) d lapt   
loading l‰d   
loan bas , s   
loan payback d bg   
location g t”   
lock t pu, t usu = t kwsu  
locust ngw m  
locust (type) ngwam p r kau, 

d , d s p s p   
locust bean flour b”bu r w nu  
locust bean flower balls dangwan   
locust bean fruit before flowering 

k‰riy k  
locust bean fruit, immature l nc (k)  
locust bean juice m nt‰d   
locust bean, hard seeds gw j gwai  
locust beans f f wa  
locust beans, fully ripe j   
locust beans, ripe kw nga  
locust, edible gw   
lodge z d pu  
lodged, become dl g yu  
log t mt”m  
log across well g d gul = gw nd l  
loincloth s k l , kup” m = 

kwap” m  
loincloth for women d d m  
loincloth, long mbalal y   
long g zb” , z   
long ago g m nci gag y , t d w   
long and stretched out mb l il i  
long and thin z l l i, z˘l˘l˘  
long for tl r u  
long in duration nd”  = ”m  
look l unu  
look at d g ru, l unu  
look back p mu  
look for m ku  
look for lost thing g l tu  
loop of grass b w li  
loosen f tku, s˘s˘tu  
loss sa   
lost g t mt m  
lost, get yu  
louse j nka   

louse, fowl k tlp”   
love nci, nt tu  
love (noun) ntau  
lover m”r n  
lower bucket r kau  
loyalty nakwana  
luck g d , zam   
luck, bring k nt p˘tu  
luck, have g mo  
lungs f f   
lurking b t   
lust ”ng , ja ptu  
lute g r”m, y k ndi  
lying gad   
lying on back g n   

 

M 
 
machete dda  
mad, go z w ktu  
madness au gacuk mak  
maggots t”nt k = r w  t”nt k  
Mai d g m, m i  
make dl mu  
male g ms k  
malign n ngu  
malnutrition t n   
man g ms k  
man, young m p”nd   
manage to b u  
mandible m  
mantis d k  K kask   
manure r gzhi  
manure of chickens j ngw l˘ i  
many g wa  
mare w z   
mark out kw tu  
market s”k  
marketing d iy   
marriage z b   
marriageable state of a girl 

dababkinkw n   
marrow shiy   
marry z bau  
massacre r bu  
massage c pu = c pau  
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mat b c  general term, ku li colored 
oval shaped, b ci  = b ci am i 
white one-piece, b c  ku  very 
large palm leaf, b ci l”fi  colored 
rectangular, b ci m  miya iw  
white with dark border, c c  worn 
out, dl rau made from deleb palm, 
g jinj ri colored rectangular, gadl  
zana, used as fence, kur g  edging 
on mat, ma mba like zana, used as 
door closure or for sitting 

matches j n d , sh na  
mate mare to stallion h ptu  
matter b   
mature, become n wau  
maybe d  wanang  = wanang  , 

wanang  = d  wanang , 
y g n ngu  

meal, special ng au  
measles g c f r k  
measure k ktlu, ng ltu  
measurement from chest to fingertip 

dl   
meat tl wai  
meat baked in ground z mp” m  
meat for special occasions s˘t   
meat of back d mb gay  = d b gay    
meat, bush jung m  
meddlesomeness z gw d   
meddling l m- l m  
meddling in a conversation g g z   
medicine d m, k g n  
meet nd g mu, z bu  
melt dlu, dlu, sh sh yu  
menstruating while nursing k  

g vgun  
menstruation au b i, ga t” a, 

l wan m y  am i, ta kunu  
menstruation after weaning k  g zb”   
mention s nu  
mercy mug r m  
mere aram  
merely ja  = aram  
message sakwt   
messenger g z”  K kask , m w nak  
metal y k  
metamorphose m stu  

midday adl yadl ya  
middle gad v   
midnight d” t  (kuk)  
midwife m  w t   
migrate r gu  
milk any   
milk an animal w nu  
millet Sh wa, ma  general term 

(Pennisetum glaucum, H. gero, 
m” iy  general term (Pennisetum 
glaucum. H. maiwa), b d i 
medium-sized heads, d”m n black 
powder on heads, g mp”  heads 
spoiled on stalk, g z  b dl mu 
fringed, gwabz  stalk but no head 
because of lack of water, gw gwa 
short heads, l w  very long heads, 
sh y -sh y  black and white grains, 
y n  k”r g m k early heads, z w k 
red 

millet head z mb   
millet heads, newly ripe v a  
millet heads, poor g zhi  
millet, ground k ry mi  
millipede sh u  
mirror k k t m  
misbehavior p s d   
miscarriage sa   
mischievous badaw i  
misdirect b rmu  
miser ng˘   
misfortune sa , kud , taj f , 

wakaf   
mislead y”d , y”n   
miss someone nd b ltu  
mission m”sh n  
mistake, make t ltu  
mistletoe b w k Loranthaceae spp.,  

Tapinanthaceae spp. 
mistress d man   
mix t mtlu, t ksu, w sku, w zu  
mix flour and water c lmu  
miya dl gw n  
moan m z mu  
mock ng ntu  
modesty zh rau  
moist, be d ktl r yu  
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moisten dlu  
moisture nas w   
mold, form tl mu  
moldy, become k mpu  
Monday R t r n  
money d gwda  
money, traditional unit b n   
mongoose s w n  
monitor, grey m gba  
monitor, Nile g zh n  
monkey v ji  
month t a  
month after Barakau g dl t r i  
month, traditional D b ya = T r  

D b ya 1st, k  2nd, G ma w  
3rd, V nau 4th, Bar  5th, Azabai 
6th, Z g”m 7th, R wai, T a Ruw i 
8th, C ng y , T a Cang y  10th, 
S wak 11th (also year-end festival), 
T tam A d w  12th 

moon t a  
more than usual, do d kc u = d k tu  
more than... k k Ö  
moreover k u = k u  
morning p” ”k  
morning, early d g”k   
morning, late g ny   
morsel dug l  
mortar t”m   
mortar, small brass k kull   
mosque m sh d   
mosquito v d d w   
mosquito larva ng ku = w ku = 

gamíyaíyi , gamíyaíyi  = w ku 
= ng ku  

moss kalangu  
moth mag ru  
mother d da, m i, y nyi  
mother-in-law s urak  
mother, nursing amam w   
mothers m wa   
mould n mu = l mu  
mound for planting j gw i  
mount g yu, s k mu  
mount of Venus b mb”m  
mountain gug yak  
mourn nu  

mouse g d g m  
mouse (type) cik , k kum, m la  
mouth m ya  
move r u  
move aside dl gdu, k y tu  
move residence r gu  
much g wa  
mucous tl”n  
mud c r i, t”lo, t o, dapd p  
mule lf d” a  
mumbling ng ng ( )  
murder k nu, t”k  
muscle dug l  
mush ab n, g da  
musical instrument íyamíyam gongs 
musk shrew g mz”   
mute m”zgu  

 

N 
 
Naira g  kw a, L   
naked z m l m = z m l l m  
nakedness ngw l de  
name dl gun  
named (+ name) m   
names, female nja, Aps n, sh , 

t wun , C nd w , D l  = L w , 
D ji = D ji, Damaz i, D w z , 
Dl”m , G dant , G z zai, 
G lk y , G nk y u, Gw gwa, 
J juw , J j , K k , Ky llu, 
M l k , Nab m, Ny b , P sam, 
S”k -anciy , S ma, Shak  = 
Shat , Sh l bai, Wur w , W w , 
Z a  

names, male y bai, ya, 
g d m, Al mbaz m, Al mb ci, 

Al mpi, ncinai, r n”ns k , 
Ar g”sk , At y ye, B”nd , Ba k , 
B w ya, B c , B lan, C nai, 
D nda, D g m, D kask , D l , 
D mb , Dangari, Darsh , D r z , 
F t , G m , Gab kau, G b t , 
G i, G s ki, G sh w , J j , J l , 
J mj m, J t , K k u, K n”nsk  = 
K n”sk , K ntap , K t i, 
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K n”z gat m, M kwai, M m d , 
M au, Nag fau, N m yand , 
N nai, N r b u, N b , 
N b w ra, Ny k , R mn”nsk  = 
R mn”sk , Tl kumnai, V”ng m, 
W mai, Y b , Z gak”r , 
Z gan”ns k  = Z gan”sk   

names, male or female g w , 
B zh k, B f  = B h , B r n”nsk , 
B˘ri, D mz , Dab , D b w , 
D fiy , D r ma, D wan ng , 

anj m, Gabau, G l unai, 
G z bu, Gw b , J d , J j , 
K n nc bai, Kw c r nd , M l m, 
M j , M l , N b bai, N d wu, 
Nak r bai, N l w ngu, N m y , 
Nar nt m, N y k wu, Z g nai  

names, places He w  = Ya w , 
Nd ng m, Ngw gw ram, 
Patask m =  P”t”sk m , T”ld , 
Z uz u  

namesake c b”n   
narrow py‰   
narrow passage tl” ”k  
narrow wasted shar-shar-shar  
nausea k mallo  
nauseous, feel s pk u  
navel zabau  
near b ram, d mtau = d ntau  
neat j g l   
necessary doll   
necessity d ngun, t”mi , waj p  
neck w ra  
neck support (child) g g”s  
necklace m tlki  (w ra), s kiy , 

bukk y   
necklace, many strands nd kwsa  
necklace, woolen ant   
need f”tk n, lambe, l mb tu, ma di  
needle l b m  
negation bai  
neighbor m b” , makap t  
neighborhood v d   
neighing yayi  
nerve d zhi  
nest g ms k , sak   
net r gay   

never lambaram  
new b”r n, k r r   
news k‰ko, l b , n sh k   
next to b ram, m ya, t k   
next world l , mazg i  
next year w yak  
nice b l n, t f , t”f -t f   
night d vi   
night-blindness kw kur   
night, spend the w nu  
night, spending y w n  
nightjar l v tu m kw t k  
nine ku k vd   
noise d”   
noise of confusion   
noisemaker pamp tl  
nonchalance l l w i  
north z ga   
nose t”n  
nosebleed g d   
not bai, b   
not thoroughly cooked mb -

mb   
not yet d go = d go  
notch g u  
noticing k ya  
now g s”sku  
nutty taste z n m-z n m  
nymphomaniac kw nkw l m  = 

kw nkw   

 

O 
 
oath d”m , yin   
obedience nakwana  
obligation t”mi , waj p  
oboe lg t   
obscenity kwalam  
obstacle ta w   
obtain b u  
occiput g du  
occupation s niy   
odd m k b lu  
odd (not even) bal t k  
odor fon, f‰w  = paw   
odor, bad ng a  
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of  see "linker" 
of course c m n  
offering bari  
offspring yi, k tlai  
often ganaptak  
oil m r k  
oil from gourd seeds m rak g du  
old g m n , gazg r , gw ng r k = 

gw g r kau  
old and tired   
old person gazg r , gw ng r k = 

gw g r kau  
old, get g zg r tu  
old, tet g ru  
omnipresent d k”n k n   
on , a  
on purpose w w i  
on top wak   
one g yi, k” en  
one-eyed ank l g yi, kwai  
only kaw i, s  = sai  
onto ,   
open d” ng m, r ptu  
open(ed) dar”pt   
operation si  
opportunity m n wa  
oppress z l mtu  
or b n = b  n”n = b  y , k‰,   
or else b  ye, ye  
order, in ~ that g   
oribi w s   
original gagay   
ornament for hair g‰to  
orphan t r k na, t rku  
orphaned, be t rk tu  
oryx   
ostrich z m nu  
other one, the g yi  
others j g p  
otherwise b n = b  n”n = b  y   
outside v d   
outstrip r mau  
over there shik r   
overflow p n u  
overheat s tu  
overload z ru  
overtake b ntu, d g u, t sau  

overturn c mu  
ovular d”mb dl m = d mb l”m, 

z m l m = z m l l m  
owl b”skiy m , aring”lp , c wi, 

d zh   
owner b ci = b bu, m g nyi, m i  
oxpecker sh   

 

P 
 
pack for animal kayiwa  
pad for animal's back akum   
pad for donkey l b i  
pagan k” d   
pain t”t   
pain in feet galg lau  
pair m y yin  
palace garv   
palate h ha  
palm (hand) d”bag am i, patlag am i  
palm rib nza   
palm shoots zakk‰j , z k‰j   
palpitations of heart b d d m   
pants p nj m , w ndo  
paper kakkad , tak da  
paramour m”r n  
parasite of a parasite f tauf c   
pare ru  
parent m íy wi  
parody ng ntu  
parrot kku  
parrot, Senegal k˘ i  
part pali = pall    
partner m nga  
pass b ntu  
pass by n tu  
pass through dl du  
path d”lp , d vu, ta b   
path of flowing water z nd   
patience k m , k n di  
patience, seek bari m y   
patient ng f r k  
patient, be l g˘tu, m tu  
pause z gu  
pay ng mau  
pay attention sh lu  
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pay back ng mau  
pay for service s mu  
paying attention to k ya  
peace, make s l˘tu  
peacock t m s  
peak asamuw k, m cilinge   
peak of tree arsh shi  
peanut pulp b ku , d nk m  
peanut with one nut gud g m  
peanuts, broken p tl   
peanuts, immature kw tlkw , mb la  
peck c kw u  
pecking dl kt tan  
peek ku  
peel ru  
peel off kw kwtlu, tl tl”ru  
peel off, e.g. skin k l u  
peer k l ma, kam ny   
peer who remains dugzh   
pelican ng skam gusk   
pelvic thrusts, make m g u  
pen (writing instrument) kal m  
pendant k   
penis g ny   
pensive j j”m  
pensiveness dl w p  = dl w p   
people j m , nd , nd w  = nd w , 

alg   
people (addressing crowd) nd w w   
perform action dl mu  
perfume t sh n  
perhaps d  wanang  = wanang  , 

y g n ngu  
period z m n  
perish gdl mu  
persevere ktu  
person n n  
person lacking special powers m l  

(g” n n)  
person mentioned w au  
person of middling age m s n  
personality h l  
persperation fau  
persuade z mau  
pest k shak  
pester zh bu  
pestle aw k  

pewter g˘r ra  
phlegm daf k   
pick out c k u  
pick up d u, m u  
pickpocket sw n m   
pied crow h k  
pierce dl pu, z ktu  
piercing a boil g wu  
piercing for yellow fever z kut  
pigeon-toed t ka  = c m   
pigeon, black y wa b ru  
pigeon, domestic b ri  
pigeon, red-eyed b gdl   
pigtail k˘kuy k  
pile (small) kur k  
pile of grass sapto  
pile of money tusel  
pile up gzu  
piled nj g i  
piles, make small l u  
pillory d”mb l  
pillow b   
pillow for saddle z k   
pimple v r   
pinch zh bu  
pinch off du  
pineapple b ba  
pipe kwal   
pity k nj”n  = k nj n   
place r i, r , r  tku, r  t wu  
placed damp yi  
placenta m spi  
plait hair n mu = l mu  
plan d b   
plant (seeds) z g mu  
plant, dried l ks m   
planting dag yag ya  
planting before rains s w  w  
plants t li, w íyi m gba,  (see also 

‘grasses’, ‘trees’) y wo 
Acanthospermum hispidum (bristly 
starbur), g za dab n  Agaricus 
campestris (mushroom), g di t lo 
Alternanthera sessilis, g ms k 

”mb  Amaranthus graecizens: A. 
spinosus; A. viridis; Polanisia 
viscosa; Croton lobatus, ag n ku 
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Annona senegalensis (custard apple), 
d ja Boswellia dalzielii; 
Commiphora kerstingii (frankincese), 
g n m Cadaba farinosa, p r kau 
Calotropis procera (Sodom apple), 
d nk” d vu Caralluma dalzielii, 

g va Catunaregam nilotica, 
dl ta uw  Centaurea perrottetti, C. 
praecox (thistle), v”r k d m 
Ceratotheca sesamoides (false 
sesame leaves), b l gdu 
Ceratotheca sesamoides (false 
sesame leaves), dugulg l Cissus 
populnea, t taf Cochlospermum 
tinctorium, gu um m  Crotalaria 
mucronata, ku dlo bad  Cucumis 
prophetarum, C. ficifolius (prophet’s 
melon), gaunawu Dactyloctenium 
aegyptiacum (comb fringe grass), 
a jal Datura stramonium (Jimson 
weed), anyig j  Euphorbia 
convolvuloides, E. spp., ag atl m  
Euphorbia laterifloria, ng dl ge  
Euphorbia unispina (cactus), 
k fim l m Evolvulus alsinoides, 
gw gu  gugw y k Gardenia 
sokotensis, gw gu  b dl mu 
Gardenia ternifolia, g d md”m 
Gisekia pharnacioides, mashash w  
Guiera senegalensis, ”mb  
Gynandropsis pentaphylla (cat's 
whiskers), íy  Hibiscus asper, 
tl tl”  Hippocratea guineensis, 
b ba Indigofera sp. (indigo), 
dangw l Ipomoea asarifolia, d rmi 
gw na Jatropha curcas (physic nut), 
lall  Lawsonia inermis (henna), 
a ag ak r Leonotis nepetifolia, 
ary wu Leptadenia hastata, kw tla 
Luffa spp. (loofah gourd), ny m  
gud g m Merremia tridentata, 
g d”kíyik Momordica balsamina 
(balsam apple), lbid  Nymphaea 
lotus (water lily), g dl rwai 
Oxystelma bornouense, gw nik d k 
Peristrophe bicalyculata, m rnyik 
tl  Portulaca oleracea (purslane), 

amb wag v ji Quassia undulata, 
m d ngo Raphionacme brownii, 
z˘ri z” k b  Ricinodendra 
heudelotii, dlab w k Ricinus 
communis (castor bean), m n 
Ricinus communis (castor bean), 
r m f d  Scopiaria dulcis (sweet 
broom), t ”sa Senna obtusifolia 
(sicklepod), m z w nyik d k  
Senna occidentalis (coffee senna), 
s”níy  gad w  Sesamum alatum 
(wild sesame), y si-y si Striga 
senegalensis or S. hermontheca) 
(witchweed), g d w  Stylochiton 
lancifolius, m g d mb  Stylochiton 
lancifolius (wild cassava), 
m sh shk k Waltheria indica, 
dand nu Ximenia americana (spiny 
plum), m d ngo m zam 
Xysmalobium heudelotianum, kw yu 
b dl mu Ziziphus mucronata (buffao 
thorn), ”rm w  type of wild yam 

plants (unidentified type) 
angw langw sh , r r”k, 
gw ng , t r , g nam”   

plants, cultivated  (see also ‘gourd’, 
‘guinea corn’, ‘maize’, ‘millet’, 
‘rice’, ‘sorghum’) t ragu hot red 
pepper, g mb ram Abelmoschus 
esculentus (okra), lbas  Allium 
cepa (onion), tam w k Allium 
sativum (garlic), layy po 
Amaranthus hybridus (spinach), 
a  Anacardium occidentale 
(cashew), c˘mai Arachis hypogaea 
(peanut with flat plant), gwadan  
Arachis hypogaea (peanuts, 
groundnuts), c ta = sh ta Capsicum 
annuum, C.  frutescens (red pepper), 
gund  mas  Carica papaya 
(papaya), p ri Citrullus lanatus 
(watermelon), kw kw  Cocos 
nucifera (coconut), gw za Colocasia 
esculenta (cocoyam), ‰l  Corchorus 
tridens (jute), ga ja  Cucumis melo 
(cucumber), ng dli Cucumis 
melocucumber (), g iy u Cucurbita 
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pepo (pumpkin), v y w  Cyperus 
esculentus (tiger nuts), k t”  b”dl”m 
Dioscorea bulbifera (aerial yam), 
dauya p s , dauy  Dioscorea spp. 
(yam), abak w  Gossypium spp. 
(cotton), ga w  Hibiscus 
cannabinus (hemp, kenaf), ras 
Hibiscus sabdariffa (sorrel, roselle), 
kw tla  Hibiscus sabdariffa (white 
sorrel), d nkal  Ipomoea batatas 
(sweet potato), t m t  
Lycopersicon esculentum (tomato), 
mangw r  Mangifera indica<ital, 
dauy  Manihot esculenta (cassava), 

y b  Musa sapientum (banana), 
t b  Nicotiana rustica; N. tabacum 
(tobacco), sh nk pa Oryza 
glaberrima (rice), gwaib  Psidium 
guajava (guava), r ke Saccharum 
officinarum (sugar cane), banw  
Sesamum orientale (sesame), y lo 
Solanum incanum  (small eggplant), 
kw t w  Solanum incanum (egg 
plant, garden egg), lkam  Triticum 
aestivum (wheat), a d w  = r d w  
Vigna sinensis (cowpeas, beans), 
tuku wa Vigna subterranea 
(Bambara groundnuts), k”mba 
Xylopia aethiopica (guinea pepper), 
masa m  Zea mays (maize, corn), 
c ta afo Zingiber officinale (ginger), 
c ta g j v”r Zingiber officinale 
(hornet pepper) 

plaster k l u  
plastic ‰b   
platform d bab r k  
play (musical instrument) k mu, 

kk mu  
pleasant k rak  
please m tu  
plough, hand ng ma  
plover k ry -k”ry   
pluck g du  
pluck off lmu = nmu  
plug up d n u  
pocket l fi  
pocket inside clothes l l t   

pod tl kw k r k  
pods of beans s k m k  
pointed j”lj”l  
poison m”nd , s” k , y   
poke f u  
pole for winding rope cilke  = col em  
pole used as cross member zag r k  
pole, forked d ng gu , gafaf w   
polecat k l -k la  
pollen on grain heads g b”mb”m  
pond gad , z” k   
poop b t = butt   
poor tlatl w   
poor person ngud   
poor, be g r ku, tl wau  
poorly, do k c c yu  
pop k tlu  
pop out p ku  
populace alg   
porcupine am i  
portend sh f w tu  
portion kur k  
portions, make small l u  
position g t”   
possession b   
possession by spirits k w   
possible, be dl mu  
postpone k n u  
posts t k kin w”nd w   
pot d kura small for sauce, d w i 

cooking, d w  b n  cooking, large, 
d w  dl gwan cooking, small, d w  
g d v  medium-sized for storage, 
d w  gw rabz  small, for miya, 
g w ya with neck broken off, g r”f 
large, for water, j g l neck broken 
off pot, s w  for mixing akurna, 
v k n k large, for water 

pot belly m d”b”   
pot stand b nku , g nku , 

s k”m  
pot support cilke  = col em  
pot-bellied cu ungudlu  
pot-shaping tool t p”le = t p”le  
potash ar w   
potent (sexually) g ms kw n   
potsher j le  
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potsherd g j   
pouch of barber kumb”ra  
pound floor d g g ru  
pound in mortar z t mu, z tu  
pound second time t msu  
pound soft thing t usu = t kwsu  
pound to remove bran s p u  
pound wet grain k tl ptu  
pour g g tu, pau, w zu  
pour off ktu, zh tu  
pour out t pku, v ngu, g tu  
pour trough opening su  
powder f‰d   
powder, red y ”lam  
power awayau  
powers c kai = c ki  
praise g dl u, m ga , s k tu = 

s k tu   
praise crier w w‰m  = w‰w‰m   
pray for m g tu  
prayer k m gad , l sh   
praying mantis d k  K kask   
precede r mau, w rmu  
preferable, be kau  
pregnancy madau  
pregnancy before weaning c mc m  
pregnant, become p ltu  
premonition wakaf   
preparations k nc”k , sap   
prepare k s mu, s rmu, s p tu  
presents for bride d mba  
preside over ˘tu  
press on t k k u  
press out c pu = c pau, t k u  
press together t m u  
pretending s ai  
prevent d ptu, ngw su  
pride m ya = m yi  
prince main   
private parts dal s   
probably k  b   
problems, cause t l u  
procreate íy wu  
profit tam n  
project outward p c u  
prolapse, vaginal b” n   

promiscuous woman kw nkw l m  = 
kw nkw   

pronoun, genitive g  = g nai 1 m. or f., 
j , -j  1 pl. excl., w , -w  1 pl. 

incl., k m, -k m 2 f., c , c  2 m., 
k n, -k n 2 pl., gar  3 f., g”r  3 m, 
ksh , -ksh  3 pl. 

pronoun, independent iy ,  1 m or f., 
j  1 pl. excl., w  1 pl. incl., k m 2 f., 
c  2 m., k n 2 pl., at  3 f., ac  3 m., 
aksh  3 pl. 

pronoun, independent genitive k  = 
k nai 1 m. or f., k”j  1 pl. excl., 
kuw  1 pl. incl., k”k m 2 f., k”c  2 
m., kuk n 2 pl., kar  3 f., k”r  3 m., 
kaksh  3 pl. 

pronoun, indirect object  = - nai 1 m. 
or f., j  1 pl. excl., w  1 pl. incl., 
k m 2 f., c  2 m., k n 2 pl., t  3 

f., c  3 m., ksh  3 pl. 
pronoun, intransitive copy ng  = 

ng nai 1 m. or f., n j  1 pl. excl., 
n w  1 pl. incl., n k m 2 f., n c  2 
m., n k n 2 pl., ng”r  3 m, n ksh  3 
pl. 

pronoun, intranstive copy ngar  3 f. 
pronoun, subject na, n , n , n  1 m. or 

f., j , j  1 pl. excl., w , w  1 pl. 
incl., ka, k , k , k  2 m. or f., kwa, 
kw , kw , kw  2 pl., nda, nd , nd , 
nd  impers. 

prop against t n su  
propped against gat”nk sak  
prosper b u  
prosperity b ”   
prostitute k‰k w , zaw   
prostration nakwana  
protect c r ptu  
protection from injury m t p” ”m  
protocol kwakwana, lad p  
protruding t m l m  
protruding forehead gw zhgw m, 

t bg m  
proud, act gdl u  
provision for traveler k ry mi  
prune s l mtu  
pry out/away k tlk u  
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puberty, reach b l g tu. b l g n tu  
pubic area b mb”m  
pudding g dl rmai  
pudenda wiy k  
puff adder b”   
pull z ru = z rau  
pull cloth between legs tl m u  
pull on íy wu  
pull out p l u  
pulp k ungudla  
pulverize p psu  
punch with fist z ju  
punish t m tu  
punishment d k”n k n (k)  
puppy kut”   
purdah k b le  
purling d ng l”s  
purpose, for th ~ of g   
purposefully w w i  
purposeless v naw   
pursuit k du  
pus ankw k  
pus, form v u  
push d bau  
push away j mb lu  
push in su  
push under/into j vu  
put wu  
put in t f”d , t f”n   
put on, in, away mpau  
put up (guest) z d p”d , z d p”n   
pygmy mouse m g u  
python kafa  

 

Q 
 
quantity, be in large n ptu  
quarter of town v d   
quelea bird nj”l˘  
quench sh yu  
question marker b    
quick l ulau  
quickly ka , ka -ka   
quiet down b z mu  
quill y g” am i  
quilt-armor (horse) b g   

quilt-armor (human) kum k mi  
quite a bit d ma  
quiver (for arrows) g tliyamak  

 

R 
 
rabbit v d   
race m m   
radio dl”m  = t m  
rag d n   
rags z ap  
raid b mb”   
rain g g tu  
rainbird ng r ru  
rainbow m rma  
rainy period d g y   
rainy season d man  
raise s ktu  
raise (child) tl u  
rake dlakw k  
ram gwam k = g‰m k  
ram with one testicle g íyal   
ransom dl gdu  
rape m y   
rapping with knuckles kw nk˘ri  
rat g d g m  
rat (sp.) dlagai  
rat (type) u  
ratel m”g ya  
rattles worn on legs cakw yakw ya  
raw g tla  
razor rm s i  
razor sheath sak  rm s i  
razor strap an k = k n m , k n m  = 

an k  
reach b tau  
reach destination z dau  
read k tu  
really? bi  
rear, to the d kau  
reason d l l, k da  
rebel d mu  
rebellion b˘ e  
rebellious ga d mak  
rebelliousness nd˘ o, tangwarm   
receive b u  
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receive guest w tu  
recently g k ma  
reciprocate ng mau  
reclining gavdak  
reclining person m v ji  
recognize s n tu, s tu  
reconcile s l mtu  
reconciliation salo  
reconciliation with angry wife ga  
recover n wau, ng tu, s ktu  
recovery m   
red b u  
reduce p l tu  
reedbuck kwa kwanta = 

kw kwatan  
reflecting k r r”m = k r ram  
refuse k ru  
region cidi, pali = pall    
reign garv   
reject k ru  
relaxation t íyi n”nuw   
release t u  
remain g z ru, g zau  
remainder g g zh n, k k”n i  
remains of grain b c ci  
remedy d ngun  
remember t nu  
removal d yi  
remove d u  
remove by rubbing v u  
remove from a liquid s wu  
removing k m-k um  
renew k r r tu  
renovate k r r tu  
renowned n˘gat  = n˘kat   
repair lmu = nmu  
repair(ing) am  
repayment g t k , maj ngi  
repent t ptu  
repentance t b   
representative for groom m íya  
representative of bride or groom l w l  
requirement ma di  
resident mamb su  
resolve t k ram   
respect kwakwana  
rest d  mafiy   

retaliate ng mau  
reticence zh rau  
return k l ktu, k tau  
return thing k l kt”d , k l kt”n , 

k tad , k tan   
revealing secrets b za , b˘ e  
revile k ru  
revolver l ba b   
reward k”ri  
rheumatism g d mau  
rhinoceros m camb m   
rhinocerous beetle m l m k   
ribs r   
rice gw  s ma ri  
riddle ta tl -ta tla, taptl -taptl , 

z”nz n  
ride horse g yu  
rider (of a horse masko  
ridge row tar   
rifle b”nd”gi  
right m ta  
ring k yu = kw yu, gw b   
ringworm ng s”n  
rinse mouth k nk u  
rip loose/off z zbu  
ripen n wau  
risk w zg ga  
river ank   
roaming t m le  
roar of rutting camel mb˘l˘l˘t   
roast b ku  
robbery b mb”   
roll v g g nu  
roll eyes v ktu  
roll in dust b b tu  
roll up y i u  
roll up pants cuffs k isu  
rolling on ground b rz zan  
roof, gabled d d   
room s”s u  
room (square) kud md m  
rooster g skam  
root rau  
root clump c luwa  
roots, rotten ajagw ly   
rope z yi  
rope for decorating v ”kw k  
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rope for leading horse k bambam  
rope, four-strand g   
rope, worn out nj ug z yi  
rosary c zbi  
rot t” u  
rotten gadl gw ak  
roughness of skin k sh shi  
round g mag m   
row of harvested stalks s a  
rub b mtu, s p p ru, t m”su, 

m rm su  
rub back and forth d g zu  
rub between palms f rf ru, p rp ru  
rub lightly with fingers t m tlu  
rub on z wau  
rub to make smooth y iku  
rub with fingers m m tlu  
rubbish heap b zh k  
ruined gadl m tak, gadl m tak, 

gatlak tak  
rule g rv tu  
run r wau  
rush g b du  
rutting bab  = babu  

 

S 
 
sacrifice san m  
sad, be tl r u  
saddle s di  
saddle (verb) k stu  
saddle blanket b l d , l bbat  
saddle cinch ci ˘p   
sadness y w  g”sh   
said garamak  
sake, for the ~ of g   
saliva n w”k  
salt b z   
salt blocks manda  
salute z zgu  
same g yi  
same as ak n   
sand ais u  
sandal s‰n   
sandal, leather wanga , balk   
sandhopper k kud   

sap, milky any   
sapling kusta wak   
sarcasm m n w   
sarcastic, be ng tu  
sarki d g m  
sated, be z t mu  
satiated, become w yu  
satisfy tl tu  
Saturday S”bd w   
sauce cakwa i, dl gw n  
sauce of beans and squash g v v r i  
sauce of mixed flavors zh m-k l   
sauntering m e  
save d u, rau  
saw for gourds g j go  
say r mu  
saying (+ quote) m   
scabies k sh t w   
scar mb l   
scare k l wu  
scars, tribal g v   
scatter t tlu, w yu  
scatter items mb zu  
scattered ga ”mb zak = ga ”mb zak  
scheme s m  
scissors mak s  
scold g nu  
scoop (utensil) m ra  
scooped out dangw   
scorn m wau, nang w , n ng n tu  
scornful person m m w k  
scorpion w ji  
scorpion, black ng dl”gd da   
scrape p pku, s sku, tl u  
scrape in ground g tu  
scratch dl kt t nu, kw tlu, tl u, 

z zgu  
scrotum, swollen ng k   
seal over s mu  
seated damb s   
secret sh” , g n am  
secretly g madl y k  
section pali = pall    
security deposit for horse c p m  
see kau, l unu  
seed j”ri, zadak  
seeds ay wa, gad m s = gad m s  
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seeds of aps u b gz iw   
seek m ku  
seize g fau, j bu  
self a   
sell bdu  
seller mad b”   
semen angwalalo, mgwai, tas   
send d bau, w nau  
senior gazg r   
separate tl tu = tl tu  
sermon w z k  
servant b yi, g b yi, z dai  
servanthood l bunc , z d n   
set out z n ku  
set time w du  
set trap t tau  
set up d bu  
settle mb su  
settle down v du  
settle out (e.g. dirt from water) 

w nu  
seven gatkas   
severed gagadak  
sew nku  
se have d gzu, nu, s k mu, t f yu = 

t p yu  
shade, shadow n”nuw   
shake g g yu, j g ntu, r u  
shaker made of seed pod d mb  k‰ o  
shame zh rau  
shameless ngud   
shamelessness nang”b ko  
share n b   
share out c k k lu  
Sharif sh ip  
sharp pointed pi pi   
sharpen p p u  
sharpen (point) s tu  
sharpen blade n au = n au  
sharpness y nau  
shatter j g u [j k u], k tlu, su, 

u = g u, t tlu  
shave s ku  
sheath sak   
sheath of cornstalk ang z  = ang s   
sheep t m ku  
Shehu Sh p   

shelf ndanga m   
shell of nut tl kw k r k  
shelter bak  = bag   
shield pa to  
shin ku angw m = m z ba z”m, 

m z ba z”m = ku angw m  
shishkebab ad b , c re, tl w  d b   
shit shau  
shiver j gj ktu  
shivering k k l-k k l  
shoe s‰n   
shoe (type) k t p” a  
shoes s p d   
shoot v rk ku, v rku, v u  
shooting v yi  
shop k nti  
short g vgun = g gwv”n, t yem  
shortage n mb   
shortness g vgunkw n   
should s  = sai  
shoulder gapt   
shoulder blade k mpal t   
shout g nu, b ri miy   
shouting kuruw   
shove with shoulder z zku  
shovel k t mpa  
show t tku  
shrike (see tchagra) akwasu  
shrink z n wa u  
shroud l kkaf   
shuttle for weaving k p l  
shyness s sar  s sag m, shamsh m  
sibling y g n   
sibling, younger g d”n  
sick, be f ru  
sickle s kwai  
sickness d gas  
side (body) b gb”k  
side (in argument) dam g nyi  
side-whiskers g g   
sieve r riya  
sift t ng tu  
sifter r riya, b lang íyi  
sigh m z mu  
silver m”nd lma , p lla  
simple ha  
since t”n  
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sing r wau  
sinus cavity ng ng a  
sip r vu  
Sir! w a  
sister y g n   
sister, husband’s younger g nwa  
sister, older gazg r   
sister, younger g d”n  
sit dl au = dl u  
sit down mb su  
sit with stretched legs s rmu  
sitting mb s   
sitting cross-legged d m”sk nyi, 

d m”sk”nyi  
situation h l  
six z d   
skim s pu  
skin r v k  
skin (remove skin) nau  
skink mb r , sh l liy   
skinny cilailai  
skinny and lightweight k   
skirt p pa  
skull kwankw y k  
skull part g t k mau = shig ag   
sky d”sk   
slacker task n, t n n m n  
slander ny wau  
slap m sk l tu  
slaughter z du  
slaughtering z yat  
slave, become g z ptu  
slave, female g zbu  
slave, male g z”p = g z”   
slavery gag zbu = gag zbu, g z p na  
sleep (“going to sleep of a limb”) 

d mas nday   
sleeping y wan  
slender g ms”g ms k  
slice off f nc ku  
slime kalangu  
slimy k l   
sling over dl gu  
slingshot t wunya  
slip away b d gu, g mbu  
slip down z z ru  
slip out s lp u  

slippers t ng l pet  
slipperyness t ng l i  
slope s n p  
sloping z g r p  
slosh t mb ltu  
slough off kw kwtlu  
slung over dadl g   
slurp g tu  
small gangam, pil-pil = jilili, w”ny   
small and clever kwa lam  
small and flat l”nk”   
small and ugly t”kc”k”k”   
small axe p ri-p ri  
small one m tkam  
smallpox iza  
smash su  
smashed gatatlak  
smeared on dak”l   
smell f unu, k mau  
smelter for iron b z m  
smoke z wuk  
smooth surface s”loi  
snail g‰ i  
snail, snail shell g tantawa  
snake mb k   
snake (type) g z , m” iy w , 

m”mmi ”m”c  bai = m”mm  
”m”k m bai, ngwa -ngw  = 

ngwamngw   
snake, green harmless dl gwank   
snake, house d gazak  
snap in two t tlu  
snap off dl du, g du  
snarled g j g j   
snatch z mtu  
sneak p u  
sneak away p n u  
sneak up on s m u  
sneeze w t”sh  = wattash   
snoring dlankw   
snub mb stu  
soak gu u  
society kw pta miy   
soft l”f , l”m s, t”l s  
soft to the touch l”ba -l”ba , l”gl”k  
soil g gai = g g w k  
soldier sk bu  
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some g fk i, j g p  
someone n n  
something b   
son m tkam, w n  
song ruw , d d”g”r k m for bride, 

d uy  sung by men, j l y  for 
Barakau festival, l l n  for burial 

song, traditional z w y   
soothsayer b ci gw mpi  
sorcere mag r”m  
sorcerer bad , m b d , m l m = 

m l m  
sorceress mag na, z”g   
sorcery, perfom z mz mtu  
sorghum g v”rk  = g r”fk   general 

term (Sorghum bicolor), ang b  
Sorghum mellitum (with sweet pulp), 
d sh  red, b r pe white, 
g g r g du with bent over head 

sorrel seeds, cooked m íy ri  
sorrel seeds, uncooked m sh ya  
sour c mc m, f ok, ga tl , zh m, 

zh˘mu  
sour, go m fu  
south au  
sow p ru, z g mu  
space in front of compound ngw p t   
sparks d tl wu  
spatula t p”le = t p”le  
speak r mu  
speaker m r mu  
spear ng s  
spear (type) sh”r m  
spear, barbed point dl em = 

k sh go, y g g   
spear, broad tipped n   
spear, elephant b‰yo  
spear, throwing lam  
speckled m zh -m zh   
speech ram   
spend (time) dl mu  
spend the night w nu  
spend time s kw kw yu  
spend year m nu  
spend years m n nu  
sperm angwalalo, tas   
spices b t r   

spicy f ok  
spider arar w   
spider (bright red) v wu K kask  = 

v wusk   
spider, fast running d k  w rji  
spill v ngu  
spindle t”ry kw k  
spine zh m”  = zh m”k  
spirit n”nuw   
spirit (type) Al mbaz m, gw igwai, 

m ska, p”l t   
spirit, evil z w k  
spirit, guardian Us ku  
spit ll tu, t pku, t pku  
spleen d p , k t mp   
spleen disease k t mp   
splice w su  
split open dl du  
split wood dl b ru  
spoil dl mtu  
spoiled, be dl bg nu, dl m tu  
spoken garamak  
spool for rope m skw am  
spot (see in the distance) taíyi d   
spot (see) d g ru  
sprain g tlu, k t ku  
spray p ru, w ba   
spray water b z yu  
spread flat p tu  
spread to dry r nu  
sprinkle j c u  
sprinkle (e.g. spices on food) w w u  
sprout w yu, v ru  
spurs m saf y   
spurs on rooster g c f s”n  
spying b t   
squash d g zu  
squatting j˘kul l k  
squeeze m u  
squeeze out t u  
squeeze through s ttu  
squirrel k yak  
squirrel, flying dlendl n  
squirt c u  
stack s r”m  
stack of pots s r m d w i  
staff zaw   
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stalemate dl kwai  
stalk, sweet amb w   
stalk(s) t”suw  = s”suw   
stallion nga g   
stammering gamd dak  
stand up tlau  
standing d íyi, gatlak, tl yi  
standtill, com to u  
staple food (type) ”rm   
staple food from beans d mb lau  = 

d mb l   
staple food mixed with peanut oil 

s nt ng l p  
staple food without sauce sh r = 

agw l  
staple food, warmed m gb”s  
star g”sh u = g”zh u  
staring ‰i  
starling d yaw   
start early t w tu  
start fire f tu  
stative prefix da-  
steal k ru  
stealing k m-k um  
steam gamb r”kr”k  
steam (emit steam) z b yu  
steamed cake (type) c ci k  
steer tl  dad ga, yas k  
stem g vu  
stems, sharp apk k = apuk k  
stench ng a  
step child k yamjig , magwagw i  
step on t k u  
sternum capuw   
stick zaw   
sting v u  
stir t nk u  
stir with stick k k ru  
stirring stick v”n  
stirrup d w l, pang m  
stocks d”mb l  
stomach k nu, t mpi  
stomach of ruminant p kcip kci  
stomach, swollen r n   
stone for pulverizing make-up y d l n  
stone, small mbau  
stool gwaj r  = kuj r , m lallaka  

stoop g tku  
stop ”d , ”n , u  
stop doing vu  
stop up d n u, d su  
store k nti, tl ku  
stork, Abdim's ng r ru  
stork, marabou shi and k = 

shi awugd k  
storm k nam, k yag   
story l b   
stout gu j m  
stove in r bgu  
straight me   
straight talk ram  g tak  
straighten out mau = mu  
strain to lift t n su  
strainer for beer cackw k  
stranger mag raf = mag ra , 

m k b lu  
strangle s tu  
straw for drinking sh sh m  
stream gumb k  
stream bed g‰ ‰   
strength awayau  
stretch k mu  
strike k mu, kk mu  
string around neck d g g”   
string beads s tu  
strip away z mtu  
strip from tl tu = tl tu  
strip off tl tl”ru  
strip palm leaves p stu  
strong g w yau  
struggling b”d , p” m”sh   
strut k ptu = ng y tu, ktu  
strutting v r riy   
stuck, be d g ru  
stud for nose p”s  
student p k a  
study d k u  
studying d k”   
stuff ka   
stuff in d d u  
stumbling ku t m  
stumbling block ta w   
sty in eye ng c c au = ng p c tl, 

ng p c tl = ng c c au  
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stymy d mu  
submerge n yu, íy mu  
substanceless j gwzam  
substitute s” ”m  
suck p u  
suckling m mma  
suckling a baby m w   
suffice b tau  
sugar s”k   
suit g nu  
summit asamuw k, m cilinge   
sun af   
sunbird c ncin, k nk r”m b gda  
Sunday L d w   
supernatural power rw ri  
support g l”f , g daf kau  
surgery si  
surpass b ntu, kau, r mau  
surprising z kwca   
surround v iku  
swaggering m e, m ya = m yi  
swallow ntu  
swallow (type of bird) k nk r”m b u  
swallow, mosque k nkur m = 

k nk r”m d gig   
swallowing slick thing nguli   
swaying m e  
sweat fau  
sweep k su  
sweep along ground p su  
sweet d”n”mn m  
sweet tamarind l l w   
swell k k lu  
swell up g b mtu, tl tl ru, w su  
swing t t l , v w utu  
swollen gatl tl rak  
swollen greatly m m  
sword k sak   
sympathy mug r m  
syphils gad gur   

 

T 
 
tactic s m  
tail k t”   
take (hold of) t pau  

take (thing offered) g nu  
take a small amount c k mu  
take back k l kt”d , k l kt”n   
take mouthful of water k yu  
take out d u  
take up m u  
tale z”nz n  
talented y  =  ya   
talkative person g r m k, m r r w k  
tall g zb”   
tall and thin zank r r , salau  
tamarind flowers b j nga  
tamarind fruit t ntar s   
tamarind fruit, unripe anj lm   
tangled g j g j   
tanner m”nd”lm   
taste k mau, ng z t , t mbau  
taut, make t”ngu  
taxes h j   
tchagra akwasu  
tea sh y   
teach g gzu  
teacher m l m = m l m  
team against ng mu  
teaming up ng m y   
tear tl mp yu  
tears s urai  
teen ay wa  
teen (as in "thirteen" v r”Ö  
teeth, overlapping c”nku   
tell r mu  
temperment h l  
ten g m   
tend animals d wau  
tender t”l s  
tender (meat) cil s  
tens (to form numbers 20-90) g mu  
term (of time for event) sa t   
termiite (type) c   
termite tarw   
termite hill k s”   
termite hill (obliterated) d nd f   
termite, large m  k”s   
termite, winged p da = f da  
terrified, become g r u  
terrorism tag”dl w   
test gw d tu  
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testicles nan  
testicles not emerged s íya  
testicles, enlarged kwa  
testimony shaid  = sh ida  
tether dangw l, z r   
tethering post w yi  
thank g˘d˘tu  
thank you s m ba k   
that m  w  = m   
that (+ quote) m   
that (introducing clause) d   
that (one) s”nu, sau, s  tku, s wu, s wu 

t wu, t”nu, t wu  
that (relative conjunction) w  = 

w m   
that of k”  
thatch d zu  
thatch grass ta s k  
the gu, w  
the late tl mtu  
theft by distraction d kw   
then kam nd”n, nak t, s  = sai  
there n ngu, r  t wu, r w   
there is (one/some) w ra  
there is no... g‰  
there is... n , n   
there isn’t any n  bai  
there it is s”n , s , s  t i  
there they are nd”n , nd   
these ndau, t”ku = tku  
thick g d b s  
thick liquid d k s  
thickness d b s  
thief ak r k = k”r  
thigh g m   
thin gaj w sak  
thin (crops) tl ru  
thin and angular ngw zz n   
thin and flexible sasa -sasa   
thin creature k s ka wa  
thin, become j w su  
thing b , b   
thing in question b w   
thingamajig b y ngu = b tk”nd u   
thinking k r r”m = k r ram, t m  

(d )  
thirst g j   

this (one) sau, s  tku, t”ku = tku  
this year d v n ngu  
thorn j j”m  
those nd”nu, nd wu, t wu  
thousand d”bu, zamb   
thread g zan  
thread of horse hair z zi  
threaten v ru  
three kwan  
thresh ku  
throat ngu dladliya  
throw v rku  
throw at f cu  
throw down k u = k u  
throwing weapon kw kurai  
thumb d g m  
thunder g n, mad ad a, 

m d u, us -us   
Thursday L mis w   
thus k , k , k  sau, k  s”nu  
tick v vi   
tick, cattle g g d   
tickling d kucikuci  
tidy cik s  
tie knot k isu, t pu  
tie tightly tl rg u  
tie up t usu = t kwsu, tl utu  
tied up datakws   
tighten something tied ntlu  
tightly closed g d md”m, manjau  
tilt to pour m stu  
time lakwt , s , z m n  
time (as in 'one time') z g r  
time, same y g  = y g  tku = y g n  = 

y g n ngu = y  k sau  
tin can gwangwam  
tiny jilili = pil-pil, pil-pil = jilili  
tire out w tl”d , w tl”n   
tired, be p su  
tired, become w tlu  
tiredness w tl   
tithe nyim kunu ka   
titles b”l m  village head, Ba de 

cavalry leader, Ci ˘m , G l d m , 
K call , K igam , W z , Y m  
son of Mai 

to ,   
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toad k r n kau  
tobacco (type) c ku  
today g sku  
together a g yi, m ya g yi  
tolerate ktu  
tomato sauce gw rabz   
tomorrow amzh ru = anzh ru  
tongs tacam  
tongue m nyi  
tonsilitis g ”k ”k  
too wat , wat i, w teu  
tool for hollowing mortar z gu   
tool for removing the uvula tla k  
tool, curved for scraping gourd tla k  
tools ka   
tooth y nau  
tooth, cuspid zh y m cuspid, canine 
topple d g mu  
torch (cornstalk) takuya  
tortoise ayak   
touch l ntu, l nt   
tough g d gu   
toward ,   
town   
toy, bird-like tarawai  
track (footprint) z g”r  
tracks dal s   
trading s f   
trading in animals k l j nga  
tradition d   
traditional gagay   
train s wu, t m tu  
traits shared d”v r   
transitive marker d   
translate p s ltu  
transplant d bu  
transplanting m k k m i  
transport s wu  
trap (metal spring) k l  
trap (type) r kau, kwalte  
trap for birds k mb d , t m ma   
trap for fowls as ta, gan  
trap for fowls or rodents z g au  
trap for rats ngamb ak, s i  
trap setter mat tu  
trash l m  = tl m , p mp r p˘tlo  
travel r k nu  

travel along gau  
traveler m r k n k  
traveling b w , r kan  
traveling companion m r k nu  
tray decorated with cowries kwado 

d gwda r wai  
tray, concave l fe  
tray, woven d”b , d ba b kat  
treasury b t lm n  
tree wak   
trees  (see also ‘grasses’, ‘plants’) 

k raur  Acacia compylansontha, 
Maerua angolensis, g v ru Acacia 
nilotica (Egyptian mimosa), w wu = 
w. l k = w. g ji Acacia senegal, 
azh mak Acacia seyal, gumaw  
Acacia siberiana, matak w  
Adansonia digitata (baobab, small), 
kuk  Adansonia digitata (baobab), 
g y m  Afzelia africana (type of 
mahogany), gash k mak Albizia 
chevalieri, sam w k 
Amblygonocarpus andongensis or 
Burkea africana, an m Anogeissus 
leiocarpus (chewstick tree), n m 
Azadirachta indica (neem), ak  
Balanites aegyptiaca (desert date), 
tla k Balsamodendron africanum; 
Commiphora africana (African 
myrrh), r m Bauhinia rufescens, 
k r r u Bombax buonopozense 
(kapok), kunam  Borassus 
aethiopum (deleb palm), sarangai 
Cassia arereh, C. sieberana, 
ab”rw k Cassia singueana, r mi 
Ceiba pentandra (kapok tree, silk 
cotton tree), gany  Celtis 
integrifolia (nettle tree), t ttakw o 
Combretum molle, C. glutinosum 
(bushwillow), atakur k Combretum 
spp., dl dl ba Cordia africana, 
agaíy u Crateva religiosa or 
Clerodendron capitatum, p p sh w  
Crossopteryx febrifuga (ordeal tree), 
agwd fu Detarium microcarpum; D. 
senegalense, m”sh”n v ji Dialium 
guineense (monkey tamarind), g  
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Dichrostachys cinerea, v” mu 
Diospyros mespiliformis (ebony), 
kimba g zbu Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis (eucalyptus), gw yu 
Faidherbia albida (winter thorn), 

y u = y wu Ficus gnaphalocarpa, 
F. sycomorus, s su Ficus 
iteophylla, agw be  Ficus 
platyphylla (gutta percha tree), d rmi 
Ficus polita, zh zh ya Ficus 
thonningii (fig tree), gw gu  
Gardenia erubescens (quinine tree), 
ka no Grewia mollis, t t ukur m 
Hyphaene thebaica (dum palm), 
ag m k Khaya senegalensis 
(mahogany), g ms”k p”t su Lophira 
alata; L. lanceolata (meni oil tree), 
gw dlag mak Maerua angolensis, 
ag n n k Mitragyna inermis, 
z˘g l ganj  Moringa oleifera 
(horseradish tree), mag dl mba 
Nauclea diderrichii (African peach), 
z t n Olea europea (olive), r w nu 
Parkia biglobosa (locust bean), 
d b n  Phoenix dactylifera (date 
palm), aps u Piliostigma reticulatum 
& P. thoningii, y k Prosopis 
africana (false locust), dl nj  
Pterocarpus erinaceus (rosewood), 
gw ngw la Raphia sudanica (raffia), 
m d v r k Salvadora persica 
(bitterleaf), m wu Sclerocarya 
birrea (marula), mb”k Sterculia 
setigera (karaya gum tree), 
d b k y wu Strychnos spp., 
m”sh”n  Tamarindus indica 
(tamarind), m l k  Terminalia spp., 
k t su Vitellaria paradoxa (shea 
nut), y m u Vitex doniana (black 
plum), kw yu Ziziphus mauritiana 
(jujube), ku n  Ziziphus spina-
christi (Christ's thorn) 

trees (unidentified type) 
d mb tuw , g n m k  

tremble j gj ktu  
trembling j gjak, k k l-k k l, 

matlkatlk , z p”n wu  

trial sh iy   
tribal marks l mo, ng z ng zan, 

sh nk e   
tribe u u, zadak  
trick b b tu  
trip r kan  
trotting horse z fa  
trouble ng n ptu, ng”n”p , r v nu  
trouble, cause t l u  
troubled, being r w wa   
troublesome, be t dl nu  
troublesomeness ang ang t   
trouser string m z t k = m z t k  
trousers w ndo  
trumpet g zhi  
trunk (container) s nd k  = s nd k   
trust m n  
truth j , j wa  
try m ku  
try (out) t mbau  
tsetse fly g du m s uy k  
Tuesday T l k k  
tuft of hair k˘kuy k  
tumble b t nu  
turban r y p   
turban, sorceress' k l k le  
turbid gat nak  
turbid, be t nu  
turd, hard m nd”l  
turkey t lot lo  
turn m stu, n b   
turn around kw kw tu  
turn away v tu  
turn down b zu  
turn into m stu  
turtle ayak   
tuwo, plain sh r = agw l  
tweezers akum k  
twin m y   
twins m y yin  
twist m t ku  
twist 2-strand rope n mu = l mu  
two shirin  
tying t was  
tympanic membrane t”ma gu   
type zadak  
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U 
 
udder uwak  
ugly ga shu, ngw n  
ulcer dlay   
ulterior motive dlarg u  
ululation íya a ai  
umbilical cord maskw i  
umbrella l yim   
unaccompanied g au  
uncle b bangam, b bazg r   
uncle, maternal c nd w   
under d”   
undersirable behavior t k shau  
understand k mau  
understanding, seek bari m y   
underwear s k l   
undo p tu  
undress r ntu, s ltu  
uneven in appearance y s- y s  
unexpectedly t s n   
unfortunate, subject to being n da   
unhaft k kku = k pku  
unhappiness y w  g”sh   
unique bal t k  
units (in numbers) ay wa  
unity kw pta a   
unless s  = sai  
unload f w”d , f w”n , w tu  
unlucky person z”   
unmarried girl dabak   
unplaited hair c c”k” , ny ny”k”   
unpopularity b s” n”n w   
unroll p u  
unruly person d dgw m   
untangle p tu  
untie f tku, p u  
until ha , kapa = ha , s  = sai  
until now zam  
untouched and whole s” n  
up to d  r -  
up to how much/many d d   
uproar t gdl w , m gb ktu  
upset, become j ktu  
urgently nak t-nak t  
urine v au  

used to, be k wau  
useful gamp tak  
useful, be f id tu, mp tu  
usefulness payid   
useless person zh mp lk t   
uselessness v tku = b naf   

 

V 
 
vagina akwshiy k  
vain, in t k r i  
valley gu piy   
various j mbi-j mbi = j mpi-j mpi  
vehicle j” gi  
vein d zhi  
vendor mad b”   
veranda g”r   
vertebrae zh m”  = zh m”k  
vervet monkey b d ng r   
very nkat   
victory k nas   
view d   
viper ng st w   
viper, burrowing ng st wak tl   
vocative particle K   
voice w ra  
voice, give t u  
volunteer plant matl”r m  
vomit b n wu  
vomiting b na, k na   
vulture d sh u  
vulva akwshiy k, wiy k  

 

W 
 
wade z bu  
wages k”ri  
waist gw d ma   
wait c ndu, z gu  
wait for d au  
waiting ku kus”m  
wake up g du, g dl dlu  
walk r k nu  
walking by toddler n n ne = t t te  
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wall g u  
wall of a city g u  
wallet b kta   
wallet (pocket) c k   
wandering galawa = ga e-g   
want nci  
war zh   
warbler (type) ndl   
ward of town v d   
warn k lk ltu  
warrior dl gwam, zh gom  
wart on horse p sh wak  
warthog g b”s  
wash c ltu, v yu  
wash body k tu  
wash dishes s s u  
wash grain z b b yu  
wasp (type) zh gzh k mad u  
wasp, mud dauber ng v vi  
waste time t k stu = t m st   
watch g‰go  
water m  
water and flour mb‰dl   
water animals d u  
water for drinking ang j   
water in which bones are soaked am 

gw m  
water in which grain was soaked ri  
water with flour p l m  
waterbug wiy k karau  
waterbug (type) rm sai K kask , 

d ma   
watering place mad ak  
watery c m-c m, laulau  
wattles k m a  
weak s kt   
weak and energyless l kt   
wealth awayau, f yin, l m n, v y , 

d n y bu, baci  
wealthy gamb sak  
wealthy person mab , b bu baci  
wealthy, be b mtu  
wean tl rmu, tl ru  
weapon b m   
wear t u  
wear inside out p” ”m  
weave c kau, g unu  

weaver bird d”m u  
weaver, buffalo g mtakarak  
weaver, vitelline masked d m -zadak  
weaverbird (type) ngamz kutkut, 

w m b u  
wedding presents kur mb”t  
Wednesday L ab   
weeding azab i  
weeding, second   
week m g   
weep nu  
weeping, uncontrolled mb˘l˘l˘t   
weigh ng ltu  
weight d kshi  
well wat , wat i, w teu, j”r”m  
well (for water) duw   
well bucket ku p   
well-fed gawayak = g w yak  
well-known gazg yak  
well, shallow in watercourse 

gz d wu, c ca  
west d k ma  
wet ga adlak, tukwa   
wet, become dlu  
what m˘, t m  
whatever t mke = t nke  
when d g , fat w n, g f  = g f , 

lakwt , ng m = w m, s  = sai, t”nu  
whenever fat w nke  
where nda, raw n  
wherever r w nke  
which t w n, w  = w m , m  

w  = m   
whichever t w nke  
whip l k‰d   
whip (someone or something) w bdu  
whip of leather ng t   
whirlwind ga n”sk   
whistle f f yu, y   
whistling f fi  
white r w i  
whiteness (due to dustiness, etc.) 

p t   
whitlow p dl dli  
who t i, y   
who (relative pronoun) w  = w m   
whoever t ke = t ye  
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whoever's y ke  
whore k‰k w   
whose y   
why g g” m˘?  
why not? d   
whydah bird ng p z i  
wickedness z”m k nu, k mang   
wide-open eyes j” l  
widow gud g m, kushk m  
wife am   
wife, disliked tl a  
wife, favored an t kau  
wife, first m j y   
will y  /ya /  
willingness k l l   
wind kwakwt k, z w k  
wind around l b tu  
wing gapt   
wing part m v kt k  
wink (raise eyebrows) p gdu  
winnow b ktu, tl r yu  
wipe m mtlu, z wau  
wipe out with finger s u u  
with n , n   
wither f ntu, l ks nu, s m u, 

z n u  
withered l ks , l s u  
woman am , n”n g m  = ng”n g m   
woman with blocked vagina duw k   
woman, post-menopausal dug ru  
woman, promiscuous olum  
wood d m  
woodpecker magwagwdliwak   
wool m s  
word t”l m  
work dl ma , wan   
world d niy , la d   
worn out, be p su  
worry zh bu  
would d   
wound matl   
wound up dayai   
wrapper g nj am, gwamba , 

m k ru, p pa  
wrestling dl g   
wring out m g u  
wrinkle kw f f nu  

wrist d  aikw k  
write g vu = g vu, t nu  

 

Y 
 
yank on íy wu  
yawning f m , h m   
year man  
year before last g d b”n  
year of... hiji a  
year old gamanak  
year, last m dav n = m daf n  
year, next w yak  
year, this d v n ngu  
yell b ri miy   
yellow waya  
yesterday garv ca = garb ca  
yolk ng v n  
youngest sibling g ji  
youth m p”nd   

 

Z 
 
zig-zagged z m di  
zorilla k l -k la  
 


